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LEXINGTON,  Ky.  (BP)  — 
Gesturing  toward  the 
Kentucky  Wildcats'  seven  bas¬ 
ketball  national  championship 
banners  hanging  in  Rupp 
Arena,  Jerry  Rankin  noted  that 
the  67  new  missionaries  seated 
on  the  stage  "are  the  champi¬ 
ons  of  Southern  Baptists." 

"They  are  the  ones  who  have 
been  willing  to  focus  on  that 
purpose  —  to  do  whatever  it 
takes  to  take  the  Gospel  of  Christ 
to  a  lost  world,"  said 
Rankin,  president  of 


native  Mississippian. 

Rankin  wasn't  the 
only  one  comparing 
mission  service  to 
basketball  during  the 
Nov.  11  missionary 
appointment  service 
held  in  conjunction 
with  the  Kentucky 
Baptist  Convention  the  Gospel  of  Christ  They  have  where  they 
annual  meetinj 

Coach 


More  than  3,500  people  gathered  at  Rupp  Arena  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  on  Nov. 


COMMISSIONING  —  More  than  3,500  people  gathered  at  Rupp  Arena  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  on  Nov. 
1 1  for  the  commissioning  of  69  new  missionaries  with  the  International  Mission  Board  IMB).  As  the 
banners  of  seven  basketball  national  championships  hung  in  the  rafters,  IMB  President  Jerry  Rankin  said 
the  missionaries  "are  the  champions  of  Southern  Baptists."  (BP  photo  by  Allison  Cox) 


them?”  Rankin  asked.  "He  saw 

_ „ _  iptists  to  God  in  all  of  His  holiness.  He 

ubby  God's  *leadership  to  the  places  provide  the  support  so  they  may  recognized  the  Lordship  of 
Smith,  who  guided  they  are  called  to  serve."  join  this  host  and  go  out  and  God  and  that  He  had  every 

the  Wildcats  to  Ranki  proclaim  the  right  and  claim  on  his  life, 

their  most  recent  asked,  how-  Gospel  to  the  "We’ll  never  hear  that  call  of 

championship  "What^^^^^^^^H  ends  of  the  God  until  we  see  God  in  all  of 

1998,  welcomed  the  are  67  among  earth.  His  exaltation  and  sovereignty- 

crowd  of  3,500  peo-  so  many?  Even  amid  and  Lordship,"  Rankin  empha- 

ple  to  Lexington's  What  are  financial  lim-  sized.  'God  doesn't  call  the  wor- 

Rupp  Arena.  among  the^^^^^^^^H  i  t  a  t  i  o  n  s  ,  thy,  the  adequate,  the  equipped. 

Comparing  mis-  multi tudes^^^^^^^^H  "once  again  He  equips  the  called  ones, 

sions  to  and  lost  ^^^^^Hwe  must  ask:  Missionaries  appointed  at 

"making  that  pass  to  the  world  'Why  so  few  the  service  with  Mississippi 


COMING  FORWARD  — 
About  40  people  gathered  at 
the  altar  to  pray  about  missions 
after  International  Mission 
Board  President  Jerry  Rankin 
extended  an  invitation  Nov.  1 1 
at  a  missionary  appointment 
service  in  Lexington,  Ky.  (BP 
photo  by  Bill  Bangham) 
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Just  the  beginning 

In  other  words,  a  homo- 1  _ 

sexual  couple  married  in  r r\£fi\c MICK.  1 
Massachusetts  may  soon  1C  WQJO  JUT  A 

be  able  to  move  to  ljc  A\JCkl  nil 

Mississippi  with  the  expec-  *2 

tation  that  they  will  receive  l>  yONC  Hi 
all  the  legal  rights  and  civil 
considerations  given  every 
married  heterosexual  cou- 

ling  in  the  a  a 

_  Founding  /A  /\ 

.  ,  Fathers  siuely  could  not  I  j  |  [  |  | 

ireme  Judicial  have  foreseen  such  a  sad  *  | 

Court  ruled  on  November  lffthat  the  state’s  perversion  of  their  ideals. 
constitution  does  not  prohibit  same-  As  Massachusetts  Chief 

_ _ 1 C -  -  —.11  \  A  '»»•/>'>  m 


For  in  those  days  Israel  had  no  king ;  everyone 
did  as  he  saw  fit.  —  Judges  21:25  (NIV) 

Although  they  know  God's  righteous  decree 
that  those  who  do  such  things  deserve  death, 
they  not  only  continue  to  do  these  very  things 
but  also  approve  of  those  who  practice  them.  — 

Romans  1:32  (NIV) 

Another  brick  was  taken  out  of  die  pie  ahead 
wall  that  has  guarded  America's 
virtue  for  more  than  200  years, 
when  the  Massachusetts  ~ 


Editor's 

Notebook 


^mg  to  save  what’s  left  of  America's  saw  fit  —  and  America  has 
ravaged  moral  landscape.  done  everything  it  can  to 

Tne  Massachusetts  decision  banish  the  King, 
comes  on  the  heels  of  a  November  Don't  think  for  a  minute 
7  veto  by  Wisconsin  Democratic  that  the  revolution  ends 
William  H.  Governor  Jim  Doyle  of  a  bill  passed  here,  or  that  the  revolution- 
p  i  .  *  overwhelmingly  by  that  state's  leg-  aries  will  be  satisfied  for 

rerKlns  jr.  islators  that  would  have  defined  long.  A  group  called  the 
Editor  marriage  as  being  solely  between  a  North  American  Man-Boy 

man  and  a  woman.  Of  course,  just  Love  Association  (NAM- 
about  everyone  in  the  country  is  familiar  BLA)  advocates  the  legal- 
with  the  Episcopal  consecration  earlier 
this  year  of  a  proud,  practicing  homosex¬ 
ual  as  Bishop  of  New  Hampshire. 

Although  Wisconsin  would  have  been 
the  38th  state  to  enact  some  sort  of  "defense 
of  marriage"  statute  (Mississippi  already  from 
being  among  those  states),  there  is  no  guar- 
an  tee  that  tnose  laws  will  hold  up  to  the 
legal  challenge  that  is  certain  to  come. 

The  homosexual  rights  movement  has 
announced  that  it  plans  to  challenge  those 
state  laws  as  a  violation  of  Article 
U.S.  Constitution  which  states, 
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eight  or  it's  too  late."  In  light  of  this  court  America  is  indeed  a  sick  nation.  Not  only 

ruling,  nothing  can  stop  these  pedophiles  do  we  wink  at  such  sin  with  full  knowledge 
i  filing  lawsuits  for  the  "next  civil  rights  of  the  consequences,  we  defend  and 
movement"  —  legalized  sex  and  marnage  encourage  the  sinners  through  the  actions 
between  adults  and  children.  of  our  courts,  our  news/entertainment 

For  those  who  believe  that’s  just  too  pre-  industry,  and  even  some  of  our  churches, 
posterous,  consider  this.  For  several  years  A  talk  radio  pundit  recently  made  the 
now  NAMBLA  has  been  permitted  to  pub-  point  that  our  grandchildren's  generation 
of  the  licly  march  as  a  recognized  group  in  the  will  have  a  completely  different  view  of 

_  Full  faith  annual  St.  Patrick's  Day  parade  in  Boston,  marriage  than  we  have  today;  they  will 

and  credit  shaU  be  given  in  each  State  to  proudly  displaying  banners  that  proclaim  essentially  and  legally  see  marriage  as  a 
the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  pro-  their  rights  to  deflower  children.  Does  any-  moving  target,  defined  any  way  the  indi- 
ceedings  of  every  other  state/  (Section  1),  one  recall  the  early  days  of  the  homosexu-  viduals  of  each  generation  see  fit  to  do  so. 
and  "The  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  enti-  al  rights  movement,  when  they  were  per-  Even  that  will  not  be  enough  for  the  sol- 
tied  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  mitted  to  openly  proclaim  their  message  in  diers  of  this  new  revolution.  God  save  us 
citizens  in  the  several  states."  (Section  2).  such  parades?  Look  at  where  we  are  now.  from  ourselves—  and  soon,  please. 
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*  T  ast  year.  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB) 
personnel  initiated  work 
among  146  new  people  groups 
identified  as  "unreached." 
Multitudes  gained  access  to 
the  Gospel  for  the  first  time. 

Church-planting  movements 
are  taking  off  in  China,  Latin 
America,  and  even  Northern 
Africa.  So  many  people  came  to 
Christ  in  one  African  city  that 
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Following 

Abraham 

By  Jerry  Rankin,  president 
International  Mission  Board 


many  people  came  tc 
one  African  city  tha 

mosques  had  to  close.  One  strat  . 

egy  coordinator  reached  his  not  known.  How  do  we  explain  My  salvation  may  reach  to  the  as  His  people?  Churches  that 
four-year  goal  of  200  churches  it  in  our  own  country?  end  of  the  earth.’  have  a  heart  for  the  nations  and 

among  his  assigned  people  I  really  don't  have  answers  When  Jesus  gave  the  Great  give  a  high  priority  to  missions 
group  —  in  just  six  montns.  for  these  disturbing  questions.  Commission  to  His  followers,  seem  to  be  the  ones  God  bless- 
°  It  is  not  unusual  to  hear  tes-  but  Scripture  has  given  me  some  He  was  simply  clarifying  God's  es.  Must  God  allow  our  nation 
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workers  to  recite  a  "pledge  of 
faith"  she  uses  daily,  counting 
each  point  off  on  the  fingers 
of  her  right  hand: 

"God  is  who  He  says  He  is. 
God  can  do  what  He  says  He 
can  do.  I  am  who  God  says  I 
am.  I  can  do  all  things 
through  Christ.  God's  Word  is 
alive  and  active  in  me." 

"I  want  to  go  out  believing 
God,"  she  said.  "At  any  point 
in  my  life,  caught  in  the  act  of 
believing  Him. 

Audio  excerpts  from  Beth 
Moore's  message  to  IMB 
staffers  can  be  downloaded  in 
the  following  ways: 

Just  an  overgrown  GA 

•  Low-speed  connection 
http://rodan .  implex,  net/allied- 

vaughn/lMB/bethmoore/GAJow. 
wma 

•  High-speed  connection 

her  a  special  word  to  share  allowed  others  to  keep  them  http://rodan.implex.net/allied- 
with  IMB  staff  members.  from  practicing  biblical  faith,  vaughn/lMB/bethmoore/GAJiigh 

"It's  going  better  than  you  Moore  said.  .wma 

think.  It's  going  well.  The  "As  evangelicals,  we  are  in  a 
Spirit  is  doing  wnat  He  came  crisis  of  unbelief.  We  need  a 
to  do,"  she  said.  "And  praise,  revival  of  biblical  faith,"  she 
God  that  all  our  problems,  all  said.  'We've  got  to  be  people  of 

God’s  Word.  Believe  what  He  W™®* 

says.  Stop  arguing  [about] 
things  of  faith  and  just  believe." 

That,  Moore  said,  sometimes 
means  believing  God  for  what 
seems  impossible  —  like  a  33% 

Baptists,  to  take  hold  of  bibli-  increase  in  this  year's  Lottie 

cal  faith.  "Missionaries  prac-  Moon  Christmas  Offering  so  It  is  worth  it  all 

tice  more  faith  [than  most  the  board  can  send  all  the  mis- 

evangelkals]  because  they  sionaries  God  is  calling  out.  •  Low-speed  connection 
have  to,"  she  said.  "They  don't  When  Scripture  says  "every-  http://rodan.implex.net/allied 


pose  in  life,  and  though  reach¬ 
ing  out  to  them  is  exhausting, 
bemg  part  of  God's  mission  m 
the  world  is  worth  it,  Beth 
Moore  recently  told  employ¬ 
ees  of  the  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB). 

Moore,  a  noted  speaker  and 
Bible  study  author,  told  the 
mission  workers  they  are  pour¬ 
ing  out  their  lives  for  the  most 
important  cause  in  the  world. 

’’I  cannot  think  of  anybody 
doing  anything  on  the  race  of 
this  earth...  that  matters  more 
than  what  you  pour  your 
lifeblood  into,"  she  said.  "We 
may  be  tired  at  times.  It 
almost  seems  unbearable,  but 
we  have  what  the  world  is 
looking  for. 

"They  feel  purposeless. 

They  don't  have  anything  that 
would  be  worth  dying  tor  — 
and  therefore  worth  living 
for,"  she  said.  "That  we  would 
pour  our  lives  out  for  some¬ 
body  else  to  know  Him  and  to 
love  Him,  that  is  everything. 

"I  would  rather  be  right 
here  in  the  heat  of  battle  and 
live  the  great  adventure  than  our  shortcomings,  all  our  lack 
be  out  there  in  the  safety  zone  of  resources  are  not  holding 
of  mediocrity,"  she  sdid.  "I  Him  up.  He  just  wants  us  to 
want  to  be  in  the  thick  of  it."-  have  the  joy  of  being  in  on  it." 
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REACH  OUT  —  Author  and  lecturer  Beth  Moore,  speaking 
recently  at  the  International  Mission  Board  in  Richmond,  Va.,  urged 
board  employees  to  continue  the  "exhausting"  campaign  to  win  the 
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We  have  a  decision  to  make 


The  student  council  of  Wingfield  High  School  in  Jackson  votes  490-%  for 
student-led  prayer,  with  413  abstaining.  Principal  Bishop  Knox  is  put  on 
indefinite  administrative  leave.  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  messengers 
approve  of  die  voluntary  prayer  and  commend  the  students  and  principal. 


Laurel  attorney  Charles  Pickering,  former  state  senator  form  1972-80,  and 
a  deacon  and  Sunday  School  teacher  at  First  Church,  Laurel,  is  elected  as  the 
first  layman  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  in  11  years. 


Mississippi  Baptists  close  their  118th  annual  convention,  changing  the 
Woman's  College  in  Hattiesburg  to  a  co-ed ucational  school,  authorizing  the 
Jackson  Baptist  Hospital  board  of  trustees  to  erect  a  six-  to  10-story  medical 
arts  building,  and  adopting  a  $1.5  million  Cooperative  Program  goal. 
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Witnesses:  Saudis  exporting  violent  Islam 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Saudi  Arabia 
exports  an  intolera'nt,  violence-producing 
form  of  Islam  to  other  countries,  includ¬ 
ing  the  United  States,  witnesses  told  the 


U.S.  Commission  on  International 
Religious  Freedom  (USCIRF). 

Tne  royal  family  that  rules  Saudi  Arabia 
is  wedded  to  an  extremist  strain  of  Islam 
known  as  Wahhabism  that  controls  the 


works  in  London  as  an  expert  on  her  native 
country.  "Saudi  Arabia  is  guilty  of  propa¬ 
gating  intolerance"  globally,  she  said. 

The  testimony  of  Yamani  and  three 
American  specialists  on  Saudi  Arabia  came 
before  a  panel  that  consistently  has 
expressed  concern  about  the  lack  of  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  in  that  country,  as  well  as  the 
U.S.  government's  failure  to  take  action. 

For  the  last  four  years,  the 
USCIRF  has  recommended  the 
State  Department  add  Saudi  Arabia 
to  its  list  of  "countries  of  particular 
concern  (CPC),"  but  the  department 
has  refused  to  do  so,  even  while 
acknowledging  religious  freedom 
does  not  exist  in  the  country.  CPC 
designation  is  reserved  for  severe 
violators  of  religious  liberty. 

The  commission  also  has  proposed 
a  congressionally  funded  study  to 
determine  if  Saudi  Arabia  is  directly 
or  indirectly  funding  the  spread  of 
Wahhabism  to  other  countries. 

The  Nov.  18  testimony  probably 
will  only  reinforce  the  USCIRF's  posi¬ 
tion  on  Saudi  Arabia. 

The  witnesses  testified  "there  is  no 
meaningful  distinction  between  the 
Saudi  government  and  the  Saudi  reli¬ 
gious  establishment,"  said  Richard 
Land,  a  USCIRF  commissioner  and 


without  continued  and  strong  pressure 
from  die  government  of  the  United  States." 

The  United  States,  .however,  "struck  a 
Faustian  bargain"  with  Saudi  Arabia 
because  of  its  reliance  on  oil  from  that 
country,  said  Martin  Indyk,  a  Middle  East 
expert  and  former  ambassador  to  Israel. 

As  a  result,  Indyk  told  the  USCIRF,  the 
U.S.  government  ignored  the  Saudis' 
domestic  policies,  as  well  as  their  pattern 
of  buying  off  extremists  and  of  propagat- 
inghate  internationally. 

This  spreading  of  hate  is  happening  in 
schools  "m  the  United  States  as  well,"  Indyk 
said.  'We  should  not  be  surprised  by  that." 

This  intolerance  leads  to  worse  conse¬ 
quences,  said  David  Aufhauser,  who  was, 
until  recently,  the  chairman  of  the  National 
Security  Council’s  policy  coordinating 
committee  oh  terrorist  financing. 

”[M]ere  children  are  becoming  weapons 
charged  with  religious  fervor  and  nate 
made  sweet  by  promises  of  some  heaven¬ 
ly  redemption,"  he  testified.  "[Intolerance] 
has  become  a  foundation  for  killing." 

Some  of  the  witnesses  said  the  curricu¬ 
lum  in  the  schools  and  the  Islamic  charities 
that  fund  intolerance  must  be  targeted  in 
order  to  solve  the  problem. 

"Measures  should  be  taken  now  and 
can  be  taken  now  which  are  consistent, 
which  do  not  challenge,  which  are  not  at 


VTljiU.il 


V/.]  AVi  I  i  ili  jTyn 


inn 


INTOLERANCE  DETAILED 
—  Mai  Yamani,  a  Saudi  national 
now  based  in  London,  describ¬ 
ing  her  native  country  as  "propa¬ 
gating  intolerance"  worldwide, 
told  a  Nov.  18  meetiing  of  the 
U.S.  Commission  on  Inter¬ 
national  Religious  Freedom, 
"Not  only  nas  the  state 
embraced  the  hard-liners,  the 
hard-liners  are  the  state."  (BP 
photo  by  Tom  Strode) 


leaders  of  the  country's  71,000  mosques,  as 
well  as  the  educational  system,  the  panel 
was  told.  Despite  a  recent  denial  by  the 
Saudi  government,  this  form  of  Islam  is 
being  exported  to  schools  in  other  coun¬ 
tries  with  Saudi  funds,  the  witnesses  said. 

"Not  only  has  the  state  embraced  the 
hard-liners,  the  hard-liners  are  the  state," 
said  Mai  Yamani,  a  Saudi  national  who 


3  Convention's  religious  liberty  entity. 
"It  is  clear  the  Saudis  have  been  quite 
complicit  in  seeking  to  export  through 
die  use  of  their  vast  oil  wealth  a 
uniquely  radical  and  narrow  interpre¬ 
tation  of  Islam  known  as  Wahhabism. 

'It  is  also  clear  there  are  many 
things  our  government  should  do  ana 
can  do  to  encourage  and  pressure  the 
Saudi  government  to  make  reforms  to  begin 
the  process  of  Saudi  society  becoming  a 
much  more  modem  society,"  said  Land, 
president  of  the  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty 
Commission.  "This  would  give  at  least  reli¬ 
gious  toleration  if  not  full  religious  freedom 
to  a  country  that  currently  has  no  religious 
freedom.  No  meaningful  improvement  in 
the  situation  in  Saudi  Arabia  will  take  place 


they  say  it  is,"  Aufhauser  said. 

The  "rivers  of  money"  do  not  flow 
through  the  Saudi  government  but 
through  charities  or  Wahhabi  clerics, 
Aufhauser  said.  The  money  flow  hap¬ 
pens,  however,  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  Saudi  government,  he  said. 

Saudi  Arabia  has  taken  some  important 
steps,  Aufhauser  said,  including  enacting  a 
new  law  that  requires  title  registration  and 
auditing  of  charities,  shutting  off  10  foreign 
branches  of  the  largest  charity,  instituting  a 
process  of  "vetting’  domestic  clerics  and, 
based  on  the  statement  of  a  high  Saudi  offi¬ 
cial,  removing  hundreds  of  extremist  clerics. 

The  USCIRF's  May  2003  report  on  Saudi 
Arabia  may  be  accessed  online  at 
www.uscirf.gov. 


Documentary:  children  recruited  for  holy  war 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
Extremist  Islamic  camps  in  the 
Middle  East  train  more  than 
10,000  Arab  children  each  year 
how  to  commit  suicide  bomb¬ 
ings,  perpetuate  other  acts  of 
violence,  and  develop  hatred 
toward  Jews,  according  to  The 
New  Barbarians,  a  documen¬ 
tary  produced  by  filmmaker, 
Caryl  Matrisciana,  who  is  a 
Southern  Baptist. 

Samuel  Shahid,  who  teaches 
Islamic  studies  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  warns 
though,  that  only  a  small  per¬ 
centage  of  Muslims  engage  in 
violence  toward  Jews.  In  fact, 
videos  like  The  New  Barbarians 
may  cause  viewers  to  inappro¬ 
priately  caricature  all  Muslims 
as  violent.  Shahid  said. 

Any  church  or  individual 
that  chooses  to  show  The  New 
Barbarians,  added  Shahid,  must 
tell  viewers  that  the  majority  of 
Muslims  in  the  Midale  East 
seek  a  peaceful  resolution  to 
conflict  with  the  Jewish  people. 

The  documentary,  released 
earlier  this  year,  also  contends 
that  a  significant  number  of  the 
1.6  million  Muslims  in  the 
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United  States  financially  sup¬ 
port  the  Middle  Eastern  camps. 

Matrisciana,  who  has  more 
than  20  years  experience  as  a 
filmmaker,  produced  The  New 
Barbarians  by  compiling 
footage  from  Arab  television, 
news  reports  and  other  docu¬ 
mentaries.  This  footage  shows 
the  graphic  aftermath  of  terror¬ 
ist  bombings  and  details  how 
Islamic  camps  are  training  Arab 
children  as  young  as  five  years 
old  to  use  machine  guns,  slit 
human  throats,  hijack  cars,  and 
strap  explosives  to  themselves, 
Matrisciana  told  Baptist  Press. 

In  one  scene,  an  Arab  reporter 
asks  a  five-year-old  Muslim  boy, 
"Do  you  want  to  be  a  martyr?" 
The  Doy  answers  affirmatively. 
"Why?"  probes  the  reporter.  To 
kill  tne  Jews,"  the  boy  replies. 

Another  scene  features  an 
Islamic  leader  exhorting  a 
Middle  Eastern  congregation  to 
kill  Jews  and  all  wno  support 
them.  "Amongst  them  [the 
Jews]  there  are  no  moderates 
nor  peace  partisans,"  says  the 
Islamic  leader.  "They  are  all 
liars.  They  must  be  massacred. 
They  must  be  killed.  Allah  the 


Almighty  said:  fight  them.  Have 
no  pity  for  them,  wherever  they 
are,  in  whatever  country.  Fight 
them  wherever  you  are. 
Wherever  you  meet  them,  kill 
them!  Wherever  you  are,  kill 
these  Jews  and  the  Americans 
who  are  like’  them  and  support 
them.  They  fight  together 
against  Arabs  ana  Muslims." 

Such  hatred  is  not  limited  to 
the  Middle  East,  according  to  the 
documentary.  Though  violent 
training  seems  to  be  confined  to 
the  Middle  East,  there  are  Islamic 
camps  in  the  United  States  that 
teach  American  children  to  hate 
Jews,  Matrisciana  said. 

"I'm  not  saying  that  type  of 
[violent]  training  is  taking 
place  in  America,  But  there  cer¬ 
tainly  are  camps  that  are  train¬ 
ing  young  American  Muslims 
in  tnis  country  to  hate  Jews, 


incite  hatred  of  Jews....  And  in 
some. of  the  meetings,  in  the 
various  different  American 
states,  you  see  the  people  carry¬ 
ing  their  own  guns  and  saying 
that  we  need  to  spill  the  blooa 
of  Jews.  In  fact,  one  little  kid,  an 
American  child,  American 
Muslim  in  America  went  up  to 


the  camera  of  this  training 
camp  and  said,  'Butcher  the 
Jews,'"  Matrisciana  said. 

Another  alarming  problem 
in  the  United  States,  according 
to  Matrisciana,  is  that  a  signifi¬ 
cant  number  of  American 
mosques  financially  support 
organizations  that  carry  out 
violence  against  Middle 
Eastern  Jews. 

"The  mosques  raise  money, 
and  many  times  through  ques¬ 
tionable  charities,  raise  money 
for  the  Middle  East  where 
young  children,  where  young 
Arab  children  are  being  trained 
to  be  human  bombs,"  sne  said. 

Many  of  the  Muslims  in  the 
United  States  "are  being  taught 
in  their  mosques  to  be  political¬ 
ly  active  to  support  the  aggres¬ 
sive  jihad  movement.  And 
jihad,  of  course,  is  holy  war, 
which  means  that  you  kill  the 
infidels  or  non-believers  or 
even  moderate  Muslims...." 

Shahid  noted,  however,  that 
the  majority  of  Muslims  do  not 
advocate  violence.  Only  a  small 
group  of  radicals  advocate  the 
behavior  depicted  in  The  New 
Barbarians,  he  said. 
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terrorist  attack  in  our  nation 
since  September  11, 2001. 

•  That  I  have  so  many 
friends  with  whom  I  can  enjoy 
life,  serve  God,  and  laugh  with. 

•  That  the  2003  "baa  mouth 
your  opponent  in  every  possi¬ 
ble  way''  political  campaign  is 
over. 

•  That  we  live  in  a  land  so 
blessed  that  we  have  to  worry 
every  day  about  eating  too 
mucn  ratner  than  living  with 
the  fear  of  starving. 

•  That  Jesus  is  Lord  regard¬ 
less  of  the  outcome  of  2m  elec¬ 
tion,  the  status  of  the  economy, 
the  wranglings  of  the  churcn, 
or  the  failures  of  humanity. 

health,  our  homes,  our  provi-  •  That  although  mv  mother 
sions  for  life,  the  air  we  breathe,  and  dad  are  both  dead  and  my 
and  the  next  heartbeat  we  father-in-law  died  iust  recently, 
enjoy  ultimately  comes  from  we  know  where  they  are  and 
God!  When  we  think  seriously  all  is  well, 
about  it,  then  we  thank  Him  for  •  For  the  hundreds  of  pas- 
it.  It's  strange,  how  the  more  I  tors  and  staff  members  across 

.  . *..••,  Qur  state  faithfully  serving  the 

season  it  might  Lord,  although  tney  may  be 
^  i  dredged  up  an  overworked,  underpaid,  and 

old  ""song  that  is  rarely  heard  rarely  appreciated. 

"*  '  For  the  cold  weather  that 

comes  so  that  I  will  be  10  times 
more  thankful  for  the  warm 
weather  when  it  returns. 

•  For  firemen,  policemen, 
and  first  responders  who  show 
up  in  the  most  difficult  places, 
at  the  most  critical  times,  and 

God  has  blessed  me  and  it  was  intervene  to  save  lives  and  to 
like  a  Niagara  Falls  of  blessings  help  us  when  we  are  afraid, 
in  my  heart.  Let  me  list  here  •  That  there  are  still  many 
anything  like  that  and  he  some  of  the  things  for  which  I  good,  godly,  strong,  and  coura- 
'  ■  ....  .  geous  people. 

•  That  many  Baptist  chil¬ 
dren  still  memorize  John  3:16. 

•  That  my  children  and 
grandchildren  are  growing  up 
in  a  world  where  tney  do  not 
even  know  what  polio  is. 

•  That  there  are  50  weeks  in 
the  year  when  the  fair  is  not  in 
town. 

•  That  Christmas  comes 
once  a  year,  but  Jesus  stays  all 
12  months! 


Thinking  About  Thanking! 


Thanksgiving  is  an  unusual 
holiday!  ft  commemorates  no 
great  victory,  honors  no  great 
leader,  and  designates  no  sig¬ 
nificant  change  in  the  calendar. 

No,  it  is  simply  a  day  of  giving 
thanks!  But,  thanks  to  whom 
and  for  what?  Living  in  the 
most  affluent  society  on  the 
globe  you  would  think  it 
would  be  easy  to  find  reasons  their  entitlement  to  blessings,  "No  sir,  the  hogs  don't!" 
to  give  thanks.  Given  our  and  so  they  just  treated  it  with  It  takes  some  thinking  to 
national,  historical  awareness  it  insignificance.  realize  the  Scripture  is 

seems-  easy  enough  to  under-  Ine  old  English  word  to  absolutely  true,  "that  every 
stand  to  whom  we  should  give  "thank"  is  believed  to  be  a  deriv-  good  ana  perfect  gift  comes 

thanks  and  that  is  to  our  great  ative  from  the  word  "think."  So,  from  above.  The  food  we  eat, 

and  gracious  God! .  in  order  to  genuinely  be  thankful  the  benefits  that  we  enjoy,  our 

But,  it  seems,  such  is  not  the  is  to  seriously  think  about  the 

case,  for  to  listen  to  most  of  us  blessings  that  come  to  your  life, 

it  is  far  easier  to  hear  our  com-  A  man  nad  come  to  spend  time 

plaints  than  our  thanks!  Rather  and  work  on  a  farm.  He  took 

than  lifting  up  praise  and  note  that  at  breakfast  when  the 

appreciation  to  God,  it  is  not  family  gathered  to  have  a  meal 

unusual  to  hear  us  speaking  of  before  tney  went  out  to  face  the  w 

Him  in  accusatory  words  Eke,  day,  they  all  bowed  their  heads  at  think,  the  more  I  thank!  At  this 

"Why  didn't  He  do  something  the  table  and  there  was  a  blessing  Pnanksgiving 
about  these  needs?  He  should  of  thanksgiving.  Going  out  with  be  good  if  w< 
have  taken  care  of  them."  the  working  hands  into  the  field,  <  *  * 

In  a  kind  of  reflective,  post-  he  spent  the  morning  laboring  anymore  tha 
Thanksgiving  mood,  stop  and  and  at  noon  they  broke  to  relax  your  many 
meditate  on  Thanksgiving.  How  and  to  eat.  The  man  noticed  that  them  one  by 
many  of  us  are  like  the  rune  lep-  each  of  the  men  paused  to  thank  surprise  you 
ers  who  were  cleansed  by  Jesus?  God  for  the  food  that  they  were  hatn  done."  F 
They  just  took  the  blessing  and  about  to  consume.  .  to  count  your  blessings  lately? 

trucked  on  through  life.  Only  After  a  hard  day  in  the  field.  As  I  thought  about  all  this,  I 
one  of  the  10  returned  to  Jesus  to  the  man  came  in  and  got  ready  began  thinking  about  the  way 
say  thank  you,  and  our  Lord  for  supper,  at  which  time  J  1  U1  1  J  :i 

asked,  "Were  there  not  10?  prayers  of  thanksgiving  were 
Where  are  fire  nine?"  Actually,  given  again.  He  had  never 
the  answer  is  not  given  and  I  too  seen  anything  like  that  and  he 
wonder  where  me  nine  were?  was  somewhat  amazed  at  the 
Did  they  just  assume  that  their  ongoing  and  outpouring  of 
leprosy  would  have  gone  away  thanks!  After  supper  he  was 
anyhow?  Or,  did  they  just,  in  the  sitting  out  on  the  old  farm 
euphoria  of  the  moment,  go  porch  with  a  young  boy.  As  the 
charging  homeward  to  tell  their  man  thought  about  the  day  and 
families  and  celebrate  with  each  one  of  the  meals  where  to  amve  on  Dec 
them?  Or,  maybe  some  of  them  prayers  of  thanks  were  offered,  •  That  c 
received  the  great  blessing  of  he  asked  the  child,  „  "Does  George  Bush, 
healine  of  the  debilitating  and  everybody  here  on  the  farm  stand  on  the 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Music  Certificate  from  New  •  Northcrest 

Orleans  Seminary  plus  a  credit  of  Meridian  —  begini 
eight  hours  toward  an  on  cam-  19  (6:30  -  8:30  p. 
pus  degree  program.  There  is  a  McElroy,  Teacher, 
one-time  registration  fee  of  $25.  6615,  (H)  (601)679-11 

The  cost  of  each  course  is  $90.  A 
$50  scholarship  is  available  for  all  •  Hernando 

first-time  students.  Students  Hernando  —  begirt 
already  enrolled  are  not  eligible. 

The  grant  is  limited  to  one  person 
per  church. 

The  third  course,  "Reading 
Music:  Rhythm  &  Pitch,"  will 
meet  once  a  week  for  two  hours 
for  eight  consecutive  weeks  at 
the  following  locations  and  time: 

'  •  Broadmoor  Church, 

rses  are  designed  to  Madison  —  beginning  Januray 
:  training  for  bivoca-  19  (7-9  p.m.);  J.  McCaleb,  Teacher, 
directors  and  other  (H)  (601)924-1233. 
i  in  churches. 

courses  meet  two  •  Handsboro  Church, 
yeek.  Each  course  Gulfport  —  beginning  January 
;ks  in  length.  The  19  (6:30  -  8:30  p.m.);  Louis  White, 
irses  is  scheduled  Teacher.  (C)  (228)896-3796. 


•Song  Leading. 

•Worship  Planning. 

•Reading 

Music:  Rhythm/Pitch. 
•Reading  Music: 

Harmony  /  Melody. 
•Hvmnology. 

•Music  Administration/Staff 
Relations. 

•Survey  of  Music  Resources. 
•  Class  Voice. 


Clarksdale — beginning  January 
19  (7-9  p.m.);  Hugh  Plunkett 
Teacher.  •  (C 

•  First  Church,  Booneville  —  (662)624-2538,  (H)  (662)627-3571 

beginning  January  19  (7-9  pan.);  ... 

LuAnne  Ford,  Teacher.  (C)  •  Calhoun  Associationa 

(662)728-6272.  Building,  Calhoun  City 
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MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


The  lst-3rd  grade  GAs  of 
First  Church,  Quitman,  celebrat¬ 
ed  GAs  90th  birthday  with  a 
birthday  cake  and  ice  cream. 
Pictured  (from  left,  top)  are 
Hannah  Hampton,  Mallory  Sla 
Taylor  White,  Ashton  Howe! 
(bottom)  Mary  Katherine  Martin, 
Whitney  Neely,  Ashley 
Holloman,  and  Densiley  Bailey. 


The  RAs  and  GAs  of  First 


Church,  Quitman,  raised  $788 
for  World  Hunger  Relief  in 
their  Bike-A-Thon.  The  RA  and 


GA  riders  are  Ryan  Evans, 
Charlie  Sorto,  Dillon  S 


The  Women  on  Mission  of 
Pleasant  Hill  Church, 


1st  -  3rd  grade  GAs  of  First  Church,  Quitman 


RAs  &  GAs  of  First  Church,  Quitman 

Whitney  Neelv,  Ethan  Howell, 
Mallory  Slay,  Ashley 
Holloman,  Ryan  Parkerson, 
Ashton  Howell,  Philip  Martin, 
Melanie  Holloman,  Colby 
Evans,  Heather  Rozar,  Deacon 
Lewis,  John  Mark  Harris,  Noah 
Bailey,  and  Jakeb  Bailey. 

Femwood  Church,  Gulfport, 
will  hold  a  Lottie  Moon 
Bake/Yard  Sale  December  6  at  8 
X  a.m.  in  the  church  parking  lot. 

The  Children's  Christmas  Play 
will  be  December  7  at  6  p.m.  ana 
the  Christmas  Musical,  His 
Kingdom  Shall  Never  End,  will 
be  December  14  at  6  p.m. 

Walker  Hill  Church, 
Brandon,  will  present  a  Live 
Nativity  Scene  December  13 
at  7  p.m.  and  December  14  at 
8:30  p.m.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)825-6210. 
Ronald  Purser  is  pastor. 


VtuMI  i’L  IONS 


POfLARVILLE  &  FLORENCE,  MS 
www.midooscrOssproductions.com 

•  Sound  &  Lighting  Installation 

•  Sound  &  Lighting  Rental 
•  Video  Installation 

•  24  Track  Digital  Recording  (On  Location  or  In  Studio) 

•  Affordable  Custom  Solo  CD's 

Call  us  today  for  all  your  sound,  lighting, 

VIDEO,  &  RECORDING  NEEDS. 

1.601.403.8274  OR  1.601*845.8850 
Psalm  150 
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Oakland 
Grove 
Church, 
Laurel,  will 
resent  Steve 


evangelist, 
Pinola,  in  con¬ 
cert  November 
30  at  11  a.m. 
Macon 
Phillips,  pas¬ 
tor,  invites  all 
to  attend.  A 
love  offering 
will  be 

received. 


Mt.  Horeb  Church,  Collins, 
will  present  Steve  Walker, 
music  evangelist  from  Pinola, 
in  concert  November  30  at  6 
p.m.  John  Reid,  pastor,  invites 
the  public.  A  love  offering  will 
be  received.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  847-4375. 

Lakeshore  •  Church, 
Jackson,  will  hold  their  annu¬ 
al  Live  Drive^Thru  Nativity 
December  18,  19,  and  20.  All 
are  welcome. 

The  Kingdom  Karacters 
and  The  Griffith  Singing 
Christmas  Tree  of  Griffith 
Memorial  Church,  Jackson, 
will  present  The  Story  of 
Christmas  December  5-7  at 
6:30  p.m.  The  program 


includes  a  puppet  drama  and 
musical.  Admission  is  free. 
Contact  (601)  372-7812  for 
free  tickets. 


GAs,  RAs,  and  Youth  on 
Mission,  are  asked  to  fill  a  shoe 
box.  Then  .the  WOM  adds 
toothpaste,  a  brush,  and  soap. 
Eight  boxes  were  filled  to  Send 
to  church  family  members  m 
Iraq  as  well. 


Madison,  celebrated  Christmas 
in  August  and  presented  Son 
Valley  Home  Builders,  Inc.  with  a 
generous  check.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Bill  McCormack,  director 
of  Son  Valley,  Hugh  Smith,  pas¬ 
tor  at  Twin  Lakes,  and  Billy 
Therrell,  Son  Valley. 


Bill  McCormack,  Hugh  Smith,  and  Billy  Therrell 


Women  on  Mission  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Calhoun  City 


Pooled  Income  Fund 

Strength  In  Numbers  -  Getting  together  to  make  a  difference  is 
what  our  Pooled  Income  Fund  allows  you  to  do,  all  while  enjoying 
lifetime  income  and  tax  advantages.  This  fund  allows  you  to  pool 
your  gifts  with  other  friends  and  benefactors  for  investment 
purposes.  Then,  income  from  the  investments  are  distributed 
quarterly  to  all  participants  on  a  proportional  basis.  When  the  last 
named  income  beneficiary  of  the  gift  passes  away,  that  portion  of  the 
Fund  principal  is  made  available  to  support  the  programs  you  designated. 

Another  advantage  to  the  Pooled  income,  is  that  the  gift  you  make  not  only  provides 
income,  but  growth.  That  allows  the  dollar  amount  passed  along  for  use  in  the 
Baptist  Foundation's  wotfc  to  be  substantially  more  than  you  originally  contributed 
What  a  wonderful  stewardship  of  Gods  money. 

At  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation,  we  provide 
information  as  well  as  church  seminars  on  a  wide 
range  of  programs  and  financial  services  Our  staff 
will  help  you  make  the  best  decision. for  you 

Call  n  at  (01)292-32101 
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Chinese  Christians  weep  for  lost  city 
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Special  Insert 


2003  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  for 
International  Missions 


New  family  to  hear  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
told  to  This  will  happen  as  the  numbers  of  believ¬ 
ers  and  house  churches  "grow  to  the  point 
dans  in  of  reproducing  and  training  their  own  lead- 
h  more  ers.  This  will  be  a  self-sustaining  movement 
getting  within  the  house  churches,"  he  says. 

The  people  of  this  once-forgotten  city 
will  be  reamed  as  local  Christians  grow  to 
love  the  Lord  and  desire  the  city  to  come  to 
Him,  he  adds.  A  widespread  church-plant¬ 
ing  movement  lies  first  in  the  mountain  top 
;  r — ;  Barnabas  shared  with  his 
Qunese  spiritual  brothers  as  they  wept, 
broken  for  the  city. 

"I  think  if  we  can  stir  —  even  within 

‘ _ l _ _ ( —  a  deep  burden  for 

Sie  lostness  of  this  city,"  he  says,  "God  will 
use  that  burden  to  motivate  the  [Chinese 
believers]  to  share  the  Gospel  with  every¬ 
one,  and,  ultimately,  to  other  parts  of  thus 
province,  China,  and  even  to  other  parts  of 
the  world." 

Christians  can  pray  for  this  effort  to 
introduce  the  Gospel  by  praying: 


nobody  is  believing  in  anything,"  Barnabas 
says.  Religion  exists  only  in  form,  almost 
nonexistent. 

"As  we  looked  over  the  city,"  he  says, 

"we  asked  them  how  many  believers  there 
were."  The  Chinese  answered  that  there 

had  been  1,000  believers,  but  about  700  of  -  ...  -  ,,  . 

them  "are  with  the  Lord  now.”  Only  300  sowing  methods,  dozens  of  business  own- 
remain.  ers  have  read  Christian  materials  and 

"Then  I  asked  them:  ’How  do  you  drink  man1 
God  feels  about  only  300  believers  out  of 
500,000  people?'  They  dropped  to  their 
knees  and  began  to  weep,"  Barnabas 
recalls.  "I  didn't  need  to  ask  them  how  they 
felt  about  it  —  it  was  obvious  by  their 
weeping.” 

Barnabas  knelt  and  together  with  Jus 
Chinese  friends  wept  for  the 
tears  were  like  a  prayer,"  he  says, 
our  beginning." 


have  been  looking  for  more, 
rough  self-initiative  and  curiosity,  experience 
articular  business  that  came  to  have 
ospel  "began  studying  the  Gospel  of 
every  morning  two  weeks  before 

ic  ever  came  to  talk  with  them.  They  brand-new  believers 

_ ready  to  believe  and  be  trained.  God 

‘  ‘  i  is  doing  this  work,"  Barnabas  says. 

Our  Zhou  (not  his  real  name),  who  owns  sev- 

was  eral  restaurants,  enjoys  flying  kites  in  the 
B  uui  late  afternoon.  After  dark,  twice  the  dinner 

Shortly  after  this  experience,  the  Gospel  crowd  has  moved  on  and  die  short,  greasy 
began  moving  in  die  quiet  town  —  reach-  tables  are  wiped  dean,  Zhou  s  extended 
ing  into  hearts  that  had  been  waiting  to  family  gathers  in  their  restaurant  by  the 
hear  the  truth.  As  someone  looking  in  from  lake  ana  eats  their  own  evening  meal, 
the  outside  and  praying  for  a  movement  of  In  the  warm  restaurant,  the  family 
God  in  die  dty,  Barnabas'  enthusiasm  is  makes  small  talkand  quick  work  o/plates 
barely  contain^.  of  vegetables,  fried  PJfJ'  ^ 

"People  are  believing  the  Gospel  almost  pickled  meats.  Zhou  Mid  his  brothersuse 
instantly  —  as  soon  as  they  hear  it!"  he  the  arrival  of  a  visitor  to  toast  with  cups  of 
says.  "One  lady,  as  soon  as  she  watched  the  homemade  liquor.  , 

Jesus  film,  believed  in  the  Lord  and  started  A  bucket-sized  bowl  of  broth  i s  brought 

sharing  with  her  family  and  friends.  out  and,  with  chopsticks,  Zhou  deftly  flips 

"Another  man  believed  and  was  deliv-  rice  noodles,  raw  eggs,  uncooked  baco  , 
ered  from  alcoholism.  It  wasn't  like  in  chicken,  and  onions  into  the  bowl. 

Western  society  where  [many  people]  add  "Only  in  [thistown]  wdl  you  find  noo- 
religion  as  another  component  of  life  —  dies  like  this,  Zhou  s  proi^ly 

accepting  Christ  became  a  whole  new  life  like  most  of  the  citv  s ^residents,  the  fa 
for  fum,nis  reason  for  being."  has  never  left,  nor  do  they  wMit  to.  "People 

This  particular  man  "heard  foe  Gospel  are  happy  here.  No  one  leaves  and  we 
from  another  new  believer,  who  had  heard  don't  need  to,"  Zhou jays.  ... 

from  someone  else,  who  had  heard  it  from  Barnabas  is  confident  that  1 1. 

[a  visitor  to  the  dty].  It's  a  drain  reaction,"  Gods  plan  for  people  like  Zhou  and  his 


Follow  God's  Purpose 


$150  million 


Lottie  offering 
kicks  off  '03 
campaign 


During  the  2003  Inter¬ 
national  Missions  Emphasis 
on  Nov.  30  -  Dec.  7, 
Southern  Baptists  will  focus 
on  God's  intention  that  every 
people  group  hear  the  good 
news  of  His. love  and  salva¬ 
tion  in  Jesus  Christ.  This 
year's  theme  —  "That  All 
Peoples  May  Know  Him: 
Follow  God's  Purpose"  — 
emphasizes  God's  people 
aligning  their  lives  with 
God's  redemptive  mission  in 
the  world. 

The  national  goal  for  this 
year's  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering®  for  International 
Missions  is  $133  million,  with 
a  challenge  goal  of  $150  mil¬ 
lion.  Every  penny  will  go  to 
send  missionaries  and  support 
their  ministries,  while  girts  to 
the  Cooperative  Program  will 
be  used  for  administrative 
expenses  and  other  items.  The 
International  Mission  Board 
relies  on  the  Lottie  Moon  offer¬ 
ing  for  50%  of  its  annual 
income. 


Persecution  a  hard  blow  for  missionaries 


As  the  hymn  fades,  Mike 
Loftice  stands  to  start  the  ser¬ 
mon.  The  congregation  listens 
intently.  In  this  church  of  five, 
it's  best  not  to  drift  off  to  "lala 
land"  —  it  might  mean  extra 
chores,  warns  one  member. 

"Dad's  always  asking  ques¬ 
tions  to  make  sure  we  are  listen¬ 
ing,"  11 -year-old  Brian  explains. 
"So,  make  sure  that  you  pay 
attention."  Older  brother  Paul 
pipes  in  that  the  singing  alone  is 
enough  to  keep  most  people 
awake.  'Dad's  the  only  one  of 
us  who  can  sing;  the  rest  of  us 
just  croak,"  the  17-year-old  teas¬ 
es  as  his  sister  Ellen  whacks  his 
arm.  "Oh  come  on  —  like  you 
can  sing!"  she  interjects. 

Sitting  in  the  comer,  Susan 
watches  her  children's  horse¬ 
play.  With  her  19-year-old 
daughter  at  college  in  the  United 
States  and  Paul  attending  board¬ 
ing  school,  it’s  been  a  year  since 
everyone  has  been  together. 

Sne'll  replay  this  scene  in  her 
mind  another  day  —  a  day  that 
isn't  quite  as  happy.  Like  the 
day  someone  left  a  dead,  bleed¬ 
ing  chicken  on  their  doorstep  as 
a  symbol  they  were  not  wanted 
and  were  cursed.  Or  the  day  she 
went  to  the  electric  company  to 
see  why  the  power  had  been  off 
for  days  ana  workers  replied, 
"We  don’t  need  a  church  here  — 
now  leave." 

Seven  years  ago  the  Loftices 
moved  to  Niger,  a  country 
mostly  made  up  of  the  Sahara 
Desert.  They  minister  to  one  of 
the  largest  unreached  people 
groups  in  West  Africa,  the 
Hausa  (HOW-suh). 

In  order  to  reach  the  Hausa,. 
the  Loftices  have  lived  in  vil¬ 
lages  without  electricity  and 
running  water.  Now,  they  live  in 
foe  Taj  Mahal,  as  they  call  it. 
They  have  water  and  electricity 
most  days.  With  modem  tech¬ 
nology,  foe  family  watches 
satellite  television.  They  have 
freezers  to  store  up  to  three 
months  of  supplies  they  bring  in 
from  Niamey,  a  10-hour  drive. 


SPECIAL  SERVICE  —  On  Sunday  afternoons,  the  Loftices  gather  at  home  for  a  church  service.  Susan  plays 
the  electric  piano  while  the  others  take  turns  choosing  what  songs  to  sing  from  The  Baptist  Hymnal.  After 
singing,  Mike  sits  on  the  piano  bench  and  teaches  a  lesson  from  the  Bible.  (IMB  photo) 


"No  matter  if  you  live  with  or 
without  conveniences,  the  hard¬ 
est  part  is  still  the  isolation  from 
like-minded  people,"  Susan 
admits.  "When  you  don't  have 
contact  with  other  Christians  it 
makes  it  really  hard." 

Mike  nods  in  agreement. 
Often  foe  family  feels  like  they 
are  in  foe  middle  of  Satan's 
playground,  he  says.  They  feel 
foe  weight  of  evil  all  around. 
For  years,  foe  family  has  shared 
the  Gospel  and  been  rejected 
time  after  time. 

One  time  Mike  shared  with  a 
Muslim  holy  man.  That  day  foe 
imam  knew  the  truth  of  Jesus 
Christ  but  as  his  eyes  welled  up 
with  tears,  he  looked  at  Mike 
and  said,  "There  is  no  other  god 
but  Allah,  and  Mifoammaa  is 
his  prophet."  Then  the  imam 
got  up  and  walked  away. 


Experiences  like  this  happen 
almost  daily.  "It’s  not  only  now 
much  of  our  lives  are  being 
spent  on  these  people  that's 
hard,"  Mike  says  through  tears, 
"but  to  see  what  it's  done  to  my 
family  and  have  no  results  foat 
we  can  see...  I  mean,  look  what 
foe  children  have  given  up  and 
their  persecution. ,y 

Brian  experiences  more  phys¬ 
ical  persecution  than  other  fam¬ 
ily  members.  Around  Muslim 
holidays,  he  doesn’t  even  bother 
to  step  outside  the  house.  He 
knows  foat  because  he  is  a 
Christian,  he  is  not  wanted. 

"The  older  guys  don’t  like 
Christians.  They  always  throw 
rocks  and  stuff  at  me/  he  says. 
'My  best  friend  and  I  just  play  in 
our  yard  —  no  big  deaL" 

Life  in  Niger  has  been  the 
hardest  on  Ellen.  Girls  are  not 


only  married  by  foe  time  they 
are  12  years  old,  but  they  also 
have  a  ton  of  work  and  no  time 
to  play.  Raising  a  daughter  in  a 
Muslim  culture  means  watching 
out  for  leering  men  and  guard¬ 
ing  against  marriage  proposals. 

isolation  does  have  its 
upside.  The  family  spends 
hours  playing  games  and  just 
talking,  creating  a  closeness 
they  feel  never  would  have  hap¬ 
pened  if  they  lived  elsewhere. 

•  New  Christians  are  often 
persecuted.  Mike  explains  foat 
while  his  family  suffers  from  a 
general  nonacceptance  and  iso¬ 
lation,  the  Hausa  Christians  are 
left  to  survive  on  their  own. 

"No  matter  how  hard  it  is, 
we  know  that  if  we  leave  now, 
they  won’t  hear,"  Mike  and 
Susan  say.  "We  stay  because 
God  called  us  to  this  work." 


Working  with  220M  lost  souls  'overwhelming' 


Calvin  Walters  (not  his  real  name)  arrived 
in  Southeast  Asia  with  a  vision  for  reaching 
Muslims  for  Christ.  Where  to  start? 
Indonesia's  nearly  220  million  people  make 
up  the  largest  Muslim  nation  in  foe  world. 
Tney  inhabit  4,000  of  the  17,000  islands  of 
the  Indonesian  archipelago  stretching  4000 
miles  across  the  Indian  Ocean. 

"There  are  only  so  many  things  you  can  get 
ir  mind  around,"  Walters  says.  "I  thought 
onesia  was  made  up  of  Indonesians, 
to  think  of  evangelizing  220  million 
—  that's  overwhelming, 
quickly  learned  of  the  spectrum  of 


your : 
Indor 


culture.  What  slice  do  you  want  to  look 
at?  As  we  learned  and  became  more 
aware  of  unreached  people  groups,  we 
knew  we  had  to  be  among  a  group." 

Simply  put  Walters  recognized  what 
missions  strategists  had  discovered: 
appearances  can  be  deceiving. 

''People  groups"  as  used  by  the 
International  mission  Board  refers  to 


groups  of  individuals,  families  and  clans 
who  share  a  common  language  and  ethnic 
identity.  An  unreached  people  group  (UFG), 
says  Scott  Holste,  director  of  the  lMB's  global 
research  department  is  a  "people  group  in 
which  foe  number  of  evangelical  Christians 
totals  less  than  two  percent  of  the  population." 

At  first  glance,  the  numbers  are  daunt¬ 
ing:  nearly  6,500  unreached  people  groups 
in  the  world  today,  with  a  combined popu¬ 
lation  of  approximately  3.4  billion. 

Today,  approximately  ane-foird  ofperson- 
nel  with  foe  IMB  are  engaging  "Last  Frontier" 
people  groups  —  unreached  people  groups 
with  little  or  no  access  to  foe  Gospel,  ana  ones 
that  have  had  no  evangelical  church-Starts  in 
the  past  two  years. 

Walters  realized  a  greater  Kingdom 
impact  could  be  made  if  he  were  to  focus 
on  an  unreached  people  group  that  had  no 
evangelical  witness. 

If  Sumatra,  the  largest  unevangelized 
island  on  earth,  were  a  nation,  writes  Patrick 
Johnstone  in  Operation  World,  only  nine 
other  nations  would  have  more  unreached 
peoples.  Sumatra  is  foe  home  of  52  known 


unreached  people  groups  consisting  of  25 
million  people.  Of  the  52  groups,  48  of  them 
have  no  indigenous  churches  and  34  of  them 
have  no  known  Gospel  workers. 

"There  was  a  time  when  we  could  mark 
initial  progress  in  this  task  [of  world  evan¬ 
gelism]  by  keeping  track  of  and  learning 
about  the  countries  in  which  we  had  mis¬ 
sionaries,"  says  Holste. 

We  have  learned,  however,  that  reality 
is  much  more  complex  than  that,”  he  says. 
"Virtually  every  country  in  foe  world  con¬ 
tains  scores,  if  not  hundreds,  of  diverse 
people  groups.  We  can  no  longer  be  satis¬ 
fied  that  we  have  made  disciples  and 
established  foe  church  in  one  or  two  peo¬ 
ple groups  in  a  country." 

For  several  years,  IMB  leadership  has 
reiterated  foat  the  organization  exists  to 
serve  as  a  launching  pad  for  foe  church 
to  be  involved  in  reaching  foe  world. 

It  is  too  small  a  thing  for  you  to  be  my  servant 
to  restore  the  tribes  of  Jacob  and  bring  back  those 


Annie  Armstrong 
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Christian  sacrifices  life  to  spread  Gospel  | 

Abdul  (not  his  real  name)  stumbled  lived  in  solitary  misery  for  three  years.  His  I  1  :  1 


lived  in  solitary  misery  for  three  years.  His 
mother  slid  meals  through  a  hole  in  the 
door.  Twice  he  attempted  suicide  by  drink¬ 
ing  poison.  "Freed"  at  age  13,  he  continued 
to  De  shunned  by  the  community. 

After  meeting  Christ  in  1983,  Abdul  used 
his  tiny  shack  to  study  Scripture  in  secret. 
The  missionary  and  a  local  pastor  quietly 
discipled  him.  When  his  father  and  uncles 
discovered  Abdul's  new  faith,  savage  beat¬ 
ings  followed.  He  refused  to  renounce  his 
faith  in  Christ  or  bum  his  Bible,  so  they  tied 
him  to  a  stake  in  the  family  courtyard  to 
stay  until  he  changed  his  mind. 

His  mother  quietly  untied  him  and 
helped  him  escape  to  the  capital  city. 


sadly  along  the  side  of  a  road  in  south  Asia. 

His  country  of  origin  remains  unidentified 
in  order  to  protect  the  Christians  there. 

Rejected  by  his  family  and  his  commu¬ 
nity,  the  young  man  walked  alone  in  the 
world,  facing  tne  threat  of  death  for  ques¬ 
tioning  the  Islamic  teachings  forced  upon 
him  as  a  young  child. 

"Hey  brother,"  someone  yelled,  "do  you 
want  to  get  up  in  this  rickshaw  and  ride 
with  me?  The  invitation  startled  Abdul.  He 
looked  up  and  nearly  went  into  shock:  The 
words  came  from  the  mouth  of  a  white  man. 

He  had  never  seen  one  in  the  area  before. 

This  one,  speaking  the  local  language  fluent¬ 
ly,  was  offering  Abdul — an  outcast — a  ride 
on  a  hot  day.  During  their  journey,  Abdul 
touched  the  strangers  arm  to  see  if  he  were 
man  or  angel  '1  was  totally  amazed,"  Abdul  '  After  baptism  and 
recalled  years  later.  "Not  many  people  were  tal  with  tne  missic 
allowed  to  talk  with  me  because  I  was  returned  to  his  hoi 
shunned  and  seen  as  a  Muslim  sinner  boy."  endure  more  abuse 

It  was  a  turning  point  for  Abdul  —  and  named  Rafik  took  p 
would  become  a  turning  point  for  his  people,  and  nursed  his  woum 
The  white  man  was  a  Southern  Baptist  mis-  Christ  and  baptized  1 
sionary,  and  he  gave  Abdul  a  New  "Yesterday,  I  was  oi 
Testament.  Back  home,  Abdul  opened  it  to  ’Today,  we  are  two.  T< 
die  Gospel  of  John.  He  discovered  a  God  200."  Abdul’s  father  w 
who  dia  not  condemn  him,  but  displayed  for  Abdul  to  visit  him 


QUIET  WITNESS  —  In 
many  areas  of  the  word, 
Christians  must  avoid  calling 
attention  to  themselves  to 
avoid  persecution.  House 
churches  like  this  one  in  an 
unidentified  country  meet 
weekly  for  several  hours  at  a 
time.  To  avoid  attracting  too 
much.  attention,  the  groups 
often  move  from  home  to 
home,  meeting  in  different 
locations  each  week.  Still, 
many  groups  like  this  one  have 
grown  as  curious  neighbors 
are  led  to  Christ.  (IMB  photo) 


Indian  city  carries  on  with  mixture  of  religions 


there  is  no  difference;  you  could 
say  we  are  all  die  same  here." 
Tashin  and  her  family  also  cele¬ 
brate  Christmas,  calling  it  "Big 
Day",  as  well  as  Muslim  holi¬ 
days  like  Ramadan. 

Multiple  faiths,  languages 
This  may  be  a  Hindu  holy  and  ethnicities  color  Assam, 
festival,  but  we  celebrate  any-  Islam  is  just  one  of  the  hues, 
way,"  Tashin  says  of  Bihu.  "We  Some  urban  Muslims  and 
[Muslims  and  Hindus]  live  clerics  study  their  faith  and 
together  well.  You  could  say  hold  a  tight  theological  line. 

Rank-and-file  Muslims,  how- 
X  ,  -  ever,  are  Muslim  in  name  only. 

I  haven't  spoken  to  a  single 
■  I  fl3- Muslim  in  10  villages  who  has 
•y.'-:'*':  ever  read  the  Quran  in  their 

own  language,"  says  a  Baptist 
I  worker  in  the  region. 

I  Among  Assamese  Muslims, 
|  lukewarm  religion  breeds  a 
benign  receptivity.  The  few 
jggjL  m  Christians  engaging  Muslims 
**  ^^tr  faid  they  readily  listen  to  the 
7’}  **13  Gospel  but  hesitate  to  wrestle 
S";;;!;!;;!  !‘f|  with  its  meaning. 

"The  Assamese  are  a  soft 
people.  Hinduism  here  is  not 
’  ™  naraline  Hindu  and  the 
,  *  ‘  Ag  Muslims  here  are  adaptable, 

!M  open  to  making  new  friend- 

‘  snips,  listening  to  new  ideas,” 

*  says  an  Assamese  Christian 

>  ■  leader. 

..  -4|  "They're  almost  Hindu, 

fekji.'MS  with  a  very  universalistic 
■■i  mindset.  You  have  your  way 
tosts  visitors  all  day  before  her  and  we  have  oure,"  explains  a 
ze,  colorful  tent  where  she  sits  Baptist  worker.  It  creates  no 
gifts,  she  responds  by  sharing  desire  to  know  the  truth.  If  all 
i  dictates  that  the  briae  neither  You  need  to  do  is  be  a  good 

man,  then  what  s  the  pomt? 


It’s  4:30  a.m.  but  night  still  time  it’s  the  Sikh  temple  with  neighborhood  behind  a  white 

lingers  in  Guwahati,  capital  of  its  own  melodic  chant,  accom-  mosque.  The  area  looks  like 

India's  northeastern  Assam  panied  by  a  single  drum.  any  other  in  Guwahati  except 

province.  A  sleepy  cow  stands  The  cow  remains  in  the  Fancy  that  topis  —  Muslim  prayer 
at  the  Fancy  Bazaar  intersec-  Bazaar  intersection,  nonplussed  hats  —  crown  elderly  men 
tion.  Drizzle  falls.  by  die  various  invocations.  and  pedestrians  lack  Hindu 

A  loudspeaker  at  the  nearby  A  few  hours  later,  Tashin  forehead  markings^ 

mosque  breaks  the  drowsy  and  her  mother  Iraki  take 

.  local  tea  and  cakes  baked  for 

Bihu,  the  Assamese  (ah-suh- 
MEEZ)  New  Year  celebration. 

The  women  live  in  a  Muslim 


cadence  stops.  Another  loui 

%  *»  «  «  r»H 


Pride  hinders  work  in  Indonesia  province 


frame.  Precariously  stacked  rocks  serve  as 


PROUD  PEOPLE  —  As 
men  from  the  community  help 
a  neighbor  build  his  home/ 
women  cook  for  the  group.  In 
addition  to  harvesting  sap, 
Lampungese  in  this  village 
earn  their  living  by  growing 
crops  like  coffee,  cloves, 
gar,  pepper,  and  fruit  in  the 
s  nearby.  (IMB  photo) 
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A  curtain  of  rain  billows  over  the  moun-  the  wandering  surferlusting  for  the  perfect 
tain  in  angry  gray  waves,  descending  on  die  waves  to  the  international  five-star  hotelier 
coastal  Lampungese  (lahm-poong-eez)  vil-  coveting  die  next  great  resort  location.  All 
lage.  Ignoring  the  imminent  deluge,  die  vil-  along  the  coastline,  black-sand  beaches 
lagers  work  on  to  raise  a  house  s  wooden  emerge  from  rainforest  foliage,  warned  by 

~  •  *  *  •  •  - —  rolling  surf  whipped  up  by  decks  of  coraL 

All  other  work  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  is  at  a  standstill  for  the 
moment — pending  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  die  new  house. 
Communal  projects  are  one 
of  the  defining  characteristics 
of  die  Lampungese  people. 
’It  helps  die  village  be 
strong,"  notes  die  king. 

In  the  same  vein,  many 
distinct  Lampungese 
attributes  are  what  make 
them  so  difficult  to  reach 
with  the  Gospel,  says 
Calvin  Walters  (not  his  real 
name),  a  missiologist  com¬ 
mitted  to  seeing  a  move¬ 
ment  of  God  among  this 
unreached  people  group. 

Lampungese  are  a  fierce 
and  admittedly  proud  peo¬ 
ple,  Walters  explains.' 
"Guarding  your  honor  — 
personal,  family,  tribal  —  at 
all  costs  is  paramount." 

As  litde  as  30  years  ago, 
at  the  height  of  the  clove 
industry,  the  Lampungese 
were  among  the  wealthiest 
people  in  Sumatra. 
Lampungese  men  tell  stories 
of  rolling  their  own  clove 
cigarettes  using  banknotes. 
IV,  me  r**  !  t“1  *■ 

paints 

provinces,  Lampung 

tion  and  is  by  far  the  poorest  province  on 
Sumatra,  Walters  says.  Sixty  percent  of 
Lampungese  villages  have  no  electricity 
or  running  water. 

Most  Lampungese  still  live  in  small 
coastal  or  mountainous  villages,  living  off 
the  land  farming  cloves,  coffee,  pepper, 
and  die  resin  of  dammar  trees  —  sold  for 
use  in  chemical  and  cosmetic  industries. 

Prosperity  is  still  available  but  rarely  real¬ 
ized  —  a  facade  of  greatness"  outweighs  sen¬ 
sible  spending  and  living.  A  Lampungese 
farmer  with  a  small  grove  of  dammar  trees 
could  earn  enough  to  five  a  comfortable  life  in 
the  ah'  and  send  his  children  to  school,  but, 
"it’s  all  spent,"  says  a  tree  fanner,  living  in  a 
one-room,  dirt-floored  shack  in  the  forest 


piers  as  die  men  balance  barefoot  atop 
beams  becoming  slick  from  die  first  drizzles 
of  rain.  Working  together,  they  push  A  sec¬ 
tion  cockeyed  to  achieve  desired  aligranent. 
It  must  be  a  house  for  someone  significant 
—  it  will  sit  next  to  the  home  of  die  king. 

"We've  been  here  for  eight  generations," 
says  die  king,  sipping  stout  nomegrown 
coffee  in  his  aim  living  room  next  door  to 
the  construction.  "It  is  a  good  life." 

The  village  probably  hasn't  changed  much 
in  several  hundred  years,  except  for  the  loud 
diesel  "chug-chug-cnug"  coming  from  a  shed 
at  the  edge  of  the  village.  Pounding  rice  from 
die  village's  fields  into  rice  flour  using  a 
machine  is  as  automated  as  this  village  gets. 

Many  Lampungese  have  had  little  or  no 
exposure  to  five  modem  world  and  live 
minimally  in  locations  whose  natural 
grandeur  would  mesmerize  anyone  —  from 


"We  have  to  pay  for  so  much,"  the 
farther  says,  shrugging.  Social  protocol 
requires  each  Lampungese  to  attend 
weddings  and  frequent  parties  —  and  to 
bring  lavish  gifts.  Mediocre  giving  is 
shameful. 

"Lampungese  say:  "It  is  better  to  die 
than  to  lose  face,'"  explains  an 
Indonesian  Christian  who  lives  among 
the  Lampungese.  "They  are  so  proud,  but 
so  blinded  by  their  apathy  ana  poverty." 

Once  the  largest  ethnic  group  in 
Lampung  Province,  the  2  million 
Lampungese  are  now  outnumbered  by 
Javanese  transplanted  from  other  parts 
of  Indonesia  by  the  central  government's 
migration  policy. 

This  territorial  infringement  has  bred 
deep-seated  resentment  and  increased 
Lampungese  solidarity  and  mistrust  of 
outsiders. 

Many  researchers  say  the  loyalty  and 
tight  knit  Lampungese  communities  stem 
from  their  claim  to  be  orthodox  Muslims. 
Walters  disagrees. 

"They  may  say  they  are  99.9%  Muslim, 
but  they  are  'high-identity'  Muslims/" 
Walters  says.  lhey  say  "T  am 
Lampungese  so  I'm  Muslim/  but  they 
don't  know  really  what  it  means  [to  be  a 
Muslim]  beyond  fasting,  praying  and 
covering  their  women." 

What  defines  and  binds  the 
Lampungese  is  animism  and  fear  —  fear  of 
death,  file  spirit  world,  superstition,  the 
future,  and  fear  of  bucking  their  age-old 
cultural  traditions. 

"If  a  Lampungese  has  a  problem,  they 

§o  to  the  'aukun'  (witchdoctor),  not  to 
le  imam  at  the  mosque,"  Walters  says, 
"and  no  self-respecting  Lampungese 
parent  would  let  their  child  go  out  with¬ 
out  a  protective  amulet." 

In  Lampungese  homes,  Walters  points 
outs  rocks  and  figures  over  doorways, 
which  "have  no  other  function  than  to 
ward  off  evil  spirits.  It's  all  around,"  he 
says,  adding  that  the  Lampungese  draw  a 
distinction  between  black  and  white 
magic  —  "the  difference  between  putting 
curses  on  someone  or  getting  a  good  wife. 

Effectively  reaching  the  Lampungese 
will  require  a  groundswell  of  local,  indige¬ 
nous  believers —  a  daunting  task,  consider¬ 
ing  the  fear  that  permeates  the  Lampungese 
themselves.  To  date,  there  are  fewer  than  20 
known  Lampungese  Christians  —  most  of 
whom  live  in  fear  of  reprisal  from  the  strqpig 
Muslim  community. 


Lottie  Moon  Offering:  questions  and  answers 


Why  rive  through  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering 
(LMCO)? 

The  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  uses  100%  of 
LMCO  hinds  to  support  your 
missionaries  ahd  their  min¬ 
istries,  allowing  your  church  to 
join  in  a  strategic  global  effort 
to  reach  the  whole  world.  Gifts 
to  the  Cooperative  Program  are 
used  for  administrative  expens¬ 
es  and  other  items. 

The  International  Mission 
Board  relies  on  the  Lottie 
Moon  offering  for  50%  of  its 
annual  income. 

How  can  I  trust  how  LMCO 
funds  are  spent? 

IMB  ministry  is  based  on 
strategic  planning  and  strong 
accountability.  Southern 
Baptist  individuals  give  their 
entire  lives  to  strategize  how 
best  to  get  the  Gospel  to  all 


people  groups.  They  live 
among  people  groups,  speak 
their  languages  and  under¬ 
stand  their  worldviews. 

How  is  the  LMCO  goal  set ? 

After  considering  IMB  lead¬ 
ership's  recommendation,  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 
auxiliary  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  sets  the  LMCO  goal 
at  its  annual  meeting. 

How  often  do  Southern 
Baptists  reach  the  LMCO 
national  goal? 

Only  once  since  1981  have 
Southern  Baptists  reached  the 
LMCO  goal.  With  recent  stock 
market  downturns,  investment 
income  no  longer  makes  up  for 
not  reaching  Qie  LMCO  goal. 
The  result  is  unfunded  ministry 
requests,  capital  expenditures 
ana  operating  expenses-and 
limiting  long-  and  short-term 
missionary  numbers. 


If  we  don't  reach  the  $133 
million  LMCO  goal,  what  will 
happen? 

The  IMB  will  continue  limit¬ 
ing  the  flow  of  missionaries  to 
tiie  field.  Missionary  requests 
will  remain  empty  without  avail¬ 
able  funds  to  support  workers. 

What  are  the  anticipated 
long-term  effects  of  budget 
shortfalls? 

When  budget  shortfalls  are 
eased,  short-term  missionary 
numbers  probably  will  recover 
quickly.  Long-term  missionary 
numbers  may  rise  more  slowly 
because  many  long-term  work¬ 
ers  first  serve  two-  or  three- 
year  terms.  Because  budget 
shortfalls  have  limited  short¬ 
term  workers,  fewer  will  be 
ready  to  feed  the  long-term 
missionary  force. 

If  we  reach  the  $133  million 
LMCO  goal,  what  will  happen ? 


Reaching  the  National  Goal 
will  allow  the  International 
Mission  Board  to  continue 
supporting  missionaries  and 
minis  tries  according  to  the 
budget  set  for  2004. 

What  is  the  Challenge  Goal? 

The  Challenge  Goal 
embraces  a  "What  will  it  take 
to  reach  a  lost  world?"  atti¬ 
tude-hurrying  the  chance  for 
unreachea  peoples  to  know 
Christ. 

If  we  reach  the  $150  million 
LMCO  Challenge  Goal,  what 
will  happen? 

Reaching  the  Challenge 
Goal  will  allow  the  IMB  to 
open  the  floodgates  and  send 
many  of  the  record  numbers 
of  Southern  Baptists  who  are 
called  by  God  and  ready  to 
serve  on  the  field  but,  as  of 
now,  do  not  have  funds  avail¬ 
able  to  support  them. 
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Jerry  Lowery  and  Chad  Jeter 


Glenfield  Church,  New 
Albany,  ordained  Chad  Jeter  as 
a  deacon  on  August  17.  Jeter 
and  his  wife,  Amy,  are  active  in 
the  Youth  ana  Children's 
Programs.  Pictured  (from  left) 


are  Jerry  W.  Lowery,  pastor, 
and  Jeter. 

First  Church,  Runnelstown, 
ordained  John  (Hal)  Hood  to  the 
ministry  November  2.  Bob 


1 4 


Ken  White,  pastor 

Goolsby,  AMD  for  Perry 
Association,  gave  the  charge  to 
the  church  and  Henry  Freeman, 
pastor,  gave  the  charge  to  the 
candidate.  Pictured  (horn  left) 
are  Holly  and  Hal  Hood,  and 
Freeman. 

Louin  Church,  Louin,  recently 
ordained  Matt  Davis  into  the 
ministry.  Davis  presently  serves 


and  Don  Schuman 

as  Minister  of  Youth.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Melanie  Davis, 
Davis,  and  Dale  Eakes,  pastor. 

Beulah  Church,  Myrtle, 
licensed  Don  Schuman  to  preach 
on  November  3.  Schuman  is 
available  for  pulpit  supply  and 
can  be  reached  at  (662)534-8687. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Ken 
White,  pastor,  and  Schuman. 


Meanie  &  Matt  Davis  and  Dale  Eakes,  pastor 
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Holly  &  Hal  Hood  and  Henry  Freeman,  pastor 


The  William  Carey  College 
Theatre  Department  and  the 
Winters  School  of  Music  will 
present  Alexander  and  the 
Terrible,  Horrible,  No  Good, 
Very  Bad  Day  on  December  12 
at  /  am.  and  December  13  at 
10:30  a.m.  in  the  Saenger 
Theatre,  Hattiesburg.  The  pro¬ 
duction  is  co-sponsored  by  the 
Hattiesburg  Arts  Council. 
Bancorp  South  serves  as  corpo- 


MAIN  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Goodman,  Miss  is  seeking  a  full-time 
pastor.  Please  send  letters  and/or 
resumes  to  fastor  search  committee,  P.O. 
Box  206,  Goodman,  MS  39079.  Or 

email  resumes  to  tariir2Qaol.com. _ 

STEEPHOLLOW  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Poplarville,  Miss,  a  mid-sized  church 
seeking  part-time  (potential  full-time) 
minister  of  music.  Two  Sunday  morning 
services  plus  Wednesday  night  services. 
Must  lead  adult  choir.  Please  call  (601) 
795-4638  or  fax  resume  (601)  795-4696. 
ORGANIST,  CASTLEWOODS  Baptist 
Church.  Send  a  letter  of  interest  or  resume 
to  175  Stonecastle  Drive,  Brandon,  MS 
39047  via  mail  or  fax.  Fax  (601)  992-2623. 
For  information  call  (601 )  992-9977. 

BRBC  OF  BILOXI  IS  SEEKING  A  part- 
time  minister  of  youth  who  has  a  heart 
for  God  and  for  our  youth.  Send  resumes 
to  Minister  of  youth  search  committee, 
Big  Ridge  Baptist  Church,  3230  Big 
Ridge  Road,  D'Iberville,  MS  39540. 
MINISTER  OF  STUDENTS  POSITION, 
part-time/full-time.  Send  resumes  to 
Grace  Memorial  Baptist  Church,  2412 
23rd  Avenue,  Gulfport,  MS  39501. 


rate  sponsor.  The  production  is 
entirely  student-designed. 
Admission  is  $5.  Tickets  can  be 
purchased  by  calling  (601)  318- 
6221  December  1-13.  The  box 
office  is  open  daily  from  1-4 
p.m.  Seats  may  also  be  avail¬ 
able  at  the  door.  For  informa¬ 
tion  on  school  group  perfor¬ 
mances  on  December  10  and 
11,  please  call  (601)  583-6005. 


. 


FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF 

MUSIC/Education  position  available. 
Send  resume  to  psprine@yahoo.com  or 
mail  to  Rawls  Springs  Baptist  Church,  55 
Rawls  Springs  Road,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39402.  Attention:  personel  committee. 
ROCK  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  MT. 
Olive,  Miss.,  is  currently  accepting  resumes 
for  the  position  of  youth  minister.  If  interest¬ 
ed,  please  send  resume  to  Rock  Hill  Baptist 
Church,  518  Rock  Hill  Road,  Mt.  Olive,  MS 
391 19,  attn:  youth  search  committee. 
PART-TIME  MINISTER  TO  STUDENTS  - 
Hickory  Grove  Baptist  Church  (Lamar 
county)  is  looking  for  a  part-time  student 
minister  to  work  with  grades  7-12.  Work 
requirements  are  Wednesdays  and  week¬ 
ends.  Send  resume  to  Terrel  Fortenberry 
(youth  committee)  at  217  Gates  Bridge 
Road,  Sumrall,  MS  39482.  Or  call  (601) 

758-4101  after  6  p.m.  _ 

TWO  STAFF  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  - 
Full-time  church  secretary,  computer 
skills  needed,  weekly  church  paper,  mid¬ 
weekly  bulletin,  etc.  And  Student 
Minister  to  work  primarily  with  high 
school  and  college  students,  and  church 
recreation  ministry.  Call  (601)  372-8651. 


Pleasant  Hill,  Columbus: 

December  7;  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
Same  Yesterday,  Today,  and 
Forever;  150th  anniversary; 
Sunday  School,  9  a.m.;  worship, 
10  a.m.;  lunch,  11:30  a.m.;  after¬ 
noon  worship,  1:30  p.m.;  Jim 
Futral,  MBCB,  executive  director. 


will  present  a  certificate  of  com¬ 
mendation  from  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Historic  Commission; 
former  pastors  and  ministers  of 
music  will  participate;  a  video 
has  been  prepared;  all  former 
members  and  friends  are  invited 
to  attend. 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(/  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(1  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those 
who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 
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FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 

Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(662)  568-3482.  ‘Underwritten  by 
MEGA  Life  &  Health  Insurance 

Company.  NVCOMB0008. _ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662) 
455-6743.  Located  at  107  North  Stone 
Avenue,  Greenwood.  MS  38930. 
CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 

Glassworks,  Inc.  (800)  605-2970. _ 

LEARN  CHALK  ART  MINISTRY  BY 
video.  For  more  information  write:  P.O. 
Box  1206,  Fairfield,  TX  75840.  Email 

larsin@pflash.com.  _ 

SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  MISS. 
Christian  owned  home  improvements, 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen/glass  rooms.  (601) 
992-2092  or  (800)  453-2994.  Don  A 
Rita  Sebren,  owners.  . 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian. 
Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
to  (601 )  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 
LARGE  ST.  LOUIS,  MISSOURI  church 
prayerfully  seeks  dynamic  full-time  minis¬ 
ter  of  worship.  Duties:  leading  worship 
services  in  contempory/blended  style, 
directing  adult  choirs  in  rehearsal/wor¬ 
ship.  Coordinating  vocal,  instrumental 
ensembles  and  major  music/drama  pro¬ 
ductions.  Evangelistic  heart  a  must.  Send 
resumes  to  Worship  search  committee, 
Fee  Fee  Baptist  Church,  1 1 330  St.  Charles 

Rock  Road,  Bridgeton,  MO  6304*4.  _ 

HANDICAPED  VAN  -  G.M.  2500 
SERIES  with  raised  roof.  Star  craft  con¬ 
version,  rear  air,  new  handicap  equip¬ 
ment.  Van  in  extra  good  condition 
including  condition  of  tires.  If  you  have 
handicaped  in  your  church,  you  will 
need  a  handicaped  van.  $5,750.00. 
Red  Turner  Motor  Co.,  (662)  233-4727. 
CALLING  ALL  CHRISTIANS!  BLESSED 
Hope  Communications  new  agent 
opportunities  available.  Call  (866)  864- 
7025.  4.9  cents  LD,  3.9  cents  calling 


cards.  Visit  www.RE ALifeSolutions.o 
AMERICA'S  FASTEST  GROWING  Christian 
long  distance  qompany.  4.9/minute,  no 
monthly  fees.  No,  codes  or  restrictions,  6 
second  billing.  250,000  happy 'customers. 
Toll-free  (866)  587-8346  or  www.covenant- 


TRAVEL  ENGLAND,  IRELAND,  Scotland 
and  Wales  May  25-)une  9,  2004.  Call 
Bill  and  Margarita  Stanford  at  (601 )  924- 
1 593  for  a  brochure  describing  16  excit¬ 
ing  days  rich  in  history,  culture,  religious 

roots  and  hospitality. _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/lackson,  (877)  477-1699- 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601)  77b-6617.  _ 

HEALTHY,  GROWING  CHURCH  seek¬ 
ing  full-time  children's  minister.  Send 
resumes  to  East  Side  Baptist  Church, 
718  E.  Ninth  Street,  Mtn.  Home,  AR 
72653.  Or  mikeshy@cox-internet.com. 
Visit  our  website,  www.esbcmb.com. 
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Calvary  Church,  Pascagoula,  Parkway  Church,  Clinton, 

began  their  mission  emphasis  for  will  present  an  outdoor  driving 
Lottie  Moon.  Hal  Lee,  tour.  The  Greatest  Gift, 

missionary  to  France,  December  10-14  from 

and  Bob  Storie,  chaplain  6:30-9  p.m.  Admission 

for  Singing  River  is  free.  This  presenta- 

Hospital,  spoke  on  tion  drew  3,200  cars 

November  30.  The  last  year.  For  more 

presented  Empty  Shoes  information,  call  (601) 

and  Morley  Mason  (pic-  924-9373. 

tured)  preached  on 

December  3.  Monument  Drive 

^  c.  .  Mason  Church,  Tupalo,  recent- 

The  Singing 

Mississippians  will  have  a 
gospel  singing  at  Concord 
Church,  Bogue  Chitto,  on 
November  30  at  6  p.m. 

Refreshments  will  follow. 


ly  held  a  baby  dedica¬ 
tion.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Becky  Sinner  with  Grace,  Toe  and 
Jennifer  Price  with  Wesley,  Jay 
and  Verita  Marshall  with  Lauren, 
and  Tommy  Tackett,  pastor. 


Rogers,  Grant  McLain,  pastor;  and  Hilbun 


Monument  Drive  Church  Baby  Dedication,  TXipelo 


Parkway  Church, 
ordained  three  new 
deacons  October  26. 
Pictured  (from)  left 
are  Bill  Burdine  and 
his  wife  Kim,  Lee 
Thompson  and  his 
wife  Sandra,  and 
Gary  Griffin  and  his 
wife  Cherry.  Gregg 
Thomas  is  pastor. 


Rocky  Creek 
Church,  Lucedale, 
licensed  Rob  Hilbun 
and  Brandon  Rogers 
to  the  ministry  on 
September  28. 

Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Rogers,  Grant  McLain,  pastor, 
and  Hilbun. 


Houston,  Charles 


Gordon 


tary  gift  on 


W.  Gordon,  DD, 
was  honored  by 
Jones  County 
Association  on  the 
occasion  of  his 
retirement.  Gordon 
has  served  as 
Director  of 

Education  and 
Outreach  for  Jones 
County.  He  previ¬ 
ously  served 
Choctaw  and 
Webster  Counties 
as  Director  of 
Missions.  He  was 
presented  with  a 
plaque,  DVD/VCR 
player,  and  a  mone- 
November  16. 


Marty  Raybon, 


former  ?ead  singer 
of  Shenandoah, 
led  revival  ser¬ 
vices  at  Heritage 
Heights  Churcn, 
Laurel,  recently. 
Raybon  recounted 
his  own  experi¬ 
ence  of  giving  his 
life  to  Jesus. 
Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Ken 
Regan,  pastor,  and 
Raybon. 


Parkway  Church  Deacon  Ordination,  Houston 


Ken  Regan  and  Marty  Raybon 


Annuity  Board  seeking  name  change  to  'GuideStone' 


as 


DALLAS  (BP)  — 
Resolutions  to  amend  the 
Annuity  Board's  charter  and 
the  charters  of  its  affiliates  were 
approved  by  trustees  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
entity  during  their  early 
November  meeting  in  Dallas. 

Board  President  O.S. 

Hawkins  expressed  appreciation 
to  trustees  tor  what  he  described 
their  faithful  support  and 
it  in  working  with  the 
ecutive  Committee  to 
change  the  name  of  the  Annuity 
Board  to  GuideStone  Financial 
Resources  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  and  to 
expand  its  markets. 

"The  name  change  for  the 
Annuity  Board  and  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  expand  our  markets, 
whicn  will  be  voted  on  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
June  of  2004,  will  further  under¬ 
gird  our  efforts  to  enhance  the 


financial  security  of  the  pastor 
at  the  crossroads  and  other 
Southern  Baptist  employees  we 
serve,"  Hawkins  tola  trustees. 

Trustees  approved  resolutions 
to  change  the  names  and  amend 
the  charters  of  the  Annuity 
Board  and  its  affiliates  following 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee  s 
unanimous  vote  last  September 
concurring  with  the  board's  pro¬ 
posed  name  change  and  min¬ 
istry  assignment  enhancements. 
The  name  change  will  require 
two  successive  annual  votes  of 
the  convention  to  change  the 
SBC  bylaws,  beginning  next  June 
in  Indianapolis. 

The  recommendation  from 
the  Executive  Committee 
includes  a  provision  to  allow 
the  Annuity  Board  to  begin 
using  its  new  name  after  the 
first  vote  of  the  convention. 

The  ministry  assignment 
enhancements  will  allow  the 


Annuity  Board  to  make  its 
products  and  services  avail¬ 
able  to  other  evangelical  min¬ 
istry  organizations.  Officials 
said  the  initiative  will  increase 
the  board’s  investment  asset 
base  and  expand  the  base  for 
its  medical  plans.  Southern 
Baptist  pastors  and  other 
employees  will  benefit  from 
the  Doard's  enhanced  ability  to 
provide  competitive  retire¬ 
ment  and  investment  products 
and  services,  officials  said. 
Additionally,  the  board  will 
gain  greater  buying  power 
related  to  risk  management 
products  and  services,  includ¬ 
ing  medical  plans. 

Legal  documents  will 
require  that  the  majority  of  par¬ 
ticipants  served  by  the  Annuity 
Board  be  Southern  Baptists,  ana 
all  Annuity  Board  trustees  must 
be  members  of  Southern  Baptist 
churches  and  elected  by  the 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
the  same  manner  they  have 
been  elected  since  the  board’s 
founding  in  1918.  The  revised 
charters  will  be  reviewed  by  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee  in 
February  and  then  presented  at 
the  SBC  annual  meeting. 

Chairman  George  Tous  van 
Nijkerk  told  fellow  trustees,  "Our 
current  name  is  no  longer  reflec¬ 
tive  of  our*  organization  and  a 
new  name  gives  us  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  communicate  our  image 
as  an  up-to-date,  full-service 
provider  of  financial  and  insur¬ 
ance  products  and  services.” 

In  other  action,  trustees 
jroved  a  2004  budget  of  $53 
ion,  a  2  percent  decrease  in 
and  operations  from 
tie  Annuity  Board 
receives  no  Cooperative 
Program  funds  for  operations, 
but  pays  all  expenses  from  an 
advisory  fee  on  the  investment 


funds  available  to  participants. 
All  Cooperative  Program  money 
received  by  the  board  is  paid  as 
financial  assistance  to  needy 
retired  ministers  or  denomina¬ 
tional  workers  or  their  widows. 

John  R.  Jones,  the  board’s 
chief  operating  officer, 
reviewed  tne  process  used  to 
develop  the  2004  budget. 

"During  the  last  four  years, 
we  have  been  able  to  reduce  the 
Annuity  Board  workforce  by  55 
positions,"  Jones  reported. 
*This  reduction  has  been 
accomplished  through  attrition 
by  re-evaluating  and  restruc¬ 
turing  vacated  positions. 

"Additionally,  the  Annuity 
Board  has  consistently  looked  for 
opportunities  to  gain  intentional 
operating  efficiencies  and  aggres¬ 
sively  manage  costs,"  he  said. 

Tne  trustees'  next  scheduled 
meeting  will  be  March  1-2, 
2004,  in  Dallas. 


♦ 


The  Baptist  Record 


November  27, 2003 


LED  ASTRAY  May  God  help  us  all  to  carry  As  a  pastor  who  desires  to 

out,  to  the  very  best  of  our  abil-  protect  my  portion  of  the  flock 
Editor:  ity,  His  commandments.  from  wolves  as  best  I  can,  I  am 

First,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  H.D.  Holt  grateful, 

writing  in  The  Baptist  Record  Greenwood  Springs  Brett  Campbell,  pastor 

about  all  the  research  and  the  Mars  Hill  Churcn,  Summit 

fine  upstanding  articles  Justin 
Peters  wrote  about  these  false  ABOUT  TIME 

preachers  and  teachers.  I  am  69  PREACHING  HERESY 

years  old.  I  have  been  called  to  Editor: 

be  a  deacon  and  teacher  of  I  am  writing  in  regard  to  the  Editor: 

adults  at  Bartahatchie  Church,  recent  series  of  articles  by  .  I  would  like  to  thank  you  for 
Bartahatchie.  Justin  Peters  on  the  Word  of  printing  die  series  of  articles  by 

For  years  I  have  been  telling  Faith  movement.  It  is  about  Justin  Peters  on  the  Word  of 
my  Sunday  School  class  about  time  that  someone  made  a  pub-  Faith  (WOF)  movement.  Few 
these  false  prophets  and  so-  lie  stand  within  our  state  con-  people  are  willing  to  write  on  the 
called  preacners  and  teachers  vention  on  the  issue  of  false  subject  due  to  me  movement's 
on  TV.  It  is  sad  when  so  many  prophets  today.  For  a  person  popularity  and  prosperity.  So 
are  being  led  astray  by  them.  who  studies  the  Word  of  God,  it  often  people  accept  me  move- 
I  thank  Peters  for  the  stand  should  be  fairly  easy  to  see  the  ment  based  on  their  own  experi- 
he  is  taking  against  all  evil  perpetual  deceit  ana  manipula-  ence  with  it.  Human  experience 
preaching  and  teaching  on  TV.  I  tion  evident  in  the  Word  of  cannot  always  be  trusted.  The 
have  taken  this  same  stand  for  Faith  movement.  Bible  teaches  us  that  Scriptures 

many  years.  There  was  never  If  following  these  people  are  always  to  be  placed  above 
any  doubt  about  these  false  will  make  you  healthy  and  experience  (2  Peter  1:16-21). 

firophets,  so  called  by  our  Lord  wealthy,  why  are  so  many  of  Peters  presents  the  truth, 
esus.  Any  smart  Christian  their  viewers  and  contributors  carefully  researched  and  docu- 
knows  die  Bible  teaches  all  heal-  still  ailing  and  poor?  It  seems  men  ted.  He  has  also  drawn  from 
ing  comes  from  God.  No  man  we  should  see  healthy  and  his  personal  experience  with 
has  the  power  to  heal  anyone,  wealthy  Christians  every  WOF,  making  prudent  points 
unless  given  to  him  by  Goa,  and  where  we  turn.  What  we  see,  and  sharing  them  with  us  with- 
nowhere  does  God's  Word  state  instead,  are  people  who  are  out  being  malicious.  The  Bible 
that  someone  can  heal  anyone  convinced  they  have  little  or  no  warns  believers  "not  to  be 
by  slapping  them  down.  faith,  since  God  has  not  given  deceived  by  any  means"  (2 

On  another  subject,  God  them  abundant  wealth,  and  Thessalonians  2:1-3).  It  also 
says  it  better  than  we  ever  constant  health.  warns  that  some  will  come  in 

could  in  LeVitucus  18:22-29  -  The  Word  of  Faith  move-  the  name  of  Christ  preaching 
man  is  not  to  lie  down  with  ment  has,  unfortunately,  led  heresy  and  deceiving  many, 
man  but  only  with  woman,  many  astray.  Many  thanks  to  People  are  too  often  caught  up  in 
with  no  exceptions.  God  made  Peters  for  taking  the  bold  stand  the  emotionalism  ana  charis- 
man  and  put  him  in  charge  to  he  has  on  this  issue,  and  shar-  matic  appeal  of  the  movement  to 
be  a  good  steward  over  all  His  ing  it  in  the  love  of  Christ,  stop  and  think  things  through, 
rrpahnn.  He  values  human  life  Thanks  also  to  The  Baptist  Paul  warned  Timothy  that  the 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  • 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Edwardsburg,  MI 


Mass,  ruling  criticized  for  avoiding  issues 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  A  15-page 
majority  opinion  by  the  Massachusetts 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  Nov.  on  18  avoid¬ 
ed  several  issues  that  conservatives  say 
should  be  confronted  before  the  nation 
embraces  same-sex  "marriage.” 

They  point  to  research  showing  that 
homosexual  relationships  --  particularly 
those  involving  homosexual  men  --  are 
short-term  and  rarely  monogamous.  Such 
relationships,  they  say,  lead  to  unhealthy 
behavior,  which  in  turn  produces  a  spread 
in  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

Just  this  year  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  announced  that  HIV  (human 
immunodeficiency  virus)  and  syphilis  rates 
among  homosexual  men  are  up  -  despite  the 
fact  that  the  "safe  sex"  message  has  been  pro¬ 
moted  in  America  for  nearly  two  decades. 
HIV  is  the  precursor  to  full-blown  AIDS 
(acquired  immune  deficiency  syndrome). 

"People  need  to  see  that  what  we're  con¬ 
doning  and  what  we're  legalizing  now  has 
problems  from  the  very  onset,"  Mike  Haley, 
a  former  homosexual  who  now  works  for 
Focus  on  the  Family,  told  Baptist  Press  (BP). 

Tim  Wilkins,  another  former  homosexu¬ 
al  who  heads  Cross  Ministry,  Inc,  agreed. 
"Even  men  and  women  who  are  homosex¬ 
ual  and  have  been  involved  in  homosexu¬ 
ality  for  years  have  told  me  franklv  that 
they  know  of  few  if  any  long-term  relation¬ 
ships  —  male  or  female,"  he  told  BP. 

Conservatives  say  the  brevity  of  homo¬ 
sexual  relationships  and  lack  of  monogamy 
with  them  matters  because  the  institution 
of  marriage  is  already  in  trouble.  The  brevi¬ 
ty  of  those  relationships  would  change  soci¬ 
ety  greatly  and  would  add  to  an  already 
abysmal  divorce  rate,  which  in  turn  would 
negatively  impact  the  children  they  raise. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


ial  seeks.  "Because  of  ity  varies,  although  it 

void  he  is  trying  to  seems  to  be  the  norm, 

t  the  wrong  way  and  Haley  author  Timothy  J.  Dailey 

only  way  ne  knows  argues  in  his  book  Dark 

sexual  encounters,"  Obsession.  He  quotes  a  1997  study  of  2,583 
after  the  sexual  older  homosexual  men  published  in  the 
te  emptiness  is  even  Journal  of  Sex  Research  that  found  the 
relationships  simply  "modal  range  for  number  of  sexual  part- 
problem  that  [thej  ners...  was  101-500."  Ten  to  15%  said  they 
rying  to  alleviate."  had  had  more  than  1,000  sexual  partners, 
vo  homosexual  men,  "The  gay  community  is  going  to  tell  you 
d  Andrew  Mattison,  that  the  reason  that  their  relationships  have 
the  problem  of  same-  problems  is  because  society  has  not  yet  con- 
he  book.  The  Male  doned  them  and  doesn't  give  them  the  privi- 
tnships  Develop,  fol-  leges  that  heterosexuals  nave,"  Haley  said, 
homosexual  men  and  When  we  look  at  areas  like  San  FrancisCo  or 
?m  have  "an  arrange-  the  Netherlands,  which  are  very  gay  affirma- 
rtners  may  have  sex-  tive  areas,  those  numbers  are  even  higher." 
r«  at  some  time  under  The  level  of  promiscuity  has  been 
Their  relationships  harmful  to  both  the  health  and  the  mortal- 
i  one  to  37  years.  ity  rate  of  homosexual  men.  A  1997  article 

*  same-sex  marriage"  published  in  the  International  Journal  of 
York  Times  ran  a  story  Epidemiology  found  that  in  one  Canadian 
that  homosexuals  in  urban  area,  the  expected  life  span  for  a 
ig  to  tie  the  knot.  The  homosexual  man  at  age  20  was  eight  to  20 
o  celebrate  a  separate  years  less  than  that  for  all  men. 
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respond  to  Eitel  accusations 


Rankin, 


students  from 

_  _ ,  _  Eitel..  Another 

ite  action  to  memo  written  by  Eitel  to  an  IMB  staff 
an  tee  that  die  vision  to  lead  Southern  member  "clearly  indicates  that  they  were 
ists  to  reach  die  world-for  Christ  is  not  being  programmed  to  hear  certain  distor- 
promised."  dons  out  of  context  and 

he  second  statement,  encouraged  to  engage  in  a 

adopted  unanimous-  subversive  response.1' 

ffirmed  an  initiative  by  Eitel's  criticisms  have 

kin  to  arrange  for  a  endangered  collaborative 

ting  of  IMB  staff  and  efforts  between 

tees  with  Eitel  and  Southeastern  Seminary 

and  the  IMB,  Rankin  said. 
"It  is  hard  to  see  how  we 
can  continue  such  a  part¬ 
nership  when  disrespect 
for  leadership  and  poli¬ 
cies  is  being  nurtured, 
non-biblical  subversive 
behavior  is  encouraged 
and  blatant  disregard  for 
truth  is  propagated." 

In  the  seven-page  let¬ 
ter,  Rankin  countered 


LEXINGTON,  Ky.  (ABP  and  local  reports)  strategies  and  leadership"  of  die  board  and  was  being  generated  by 
—  In  response  to  criticism  from  a  seminary  resolved  "to  review  the  cMKcems  and  die  Southeastern,"  Rankin  told 
missions  professor,  the  president  and  trustees  issues  raised  and  take  a] 
of  the  International  Mission  Board  (IMB) 
defended  die  agency's  actions  and  insisted  its 
mission  will  not  be  '‘compromised." 

A  paper  written  by  Keith  Eitel  of 
Southeastern  Seminary  and  mailed  to  IMB 
trustees  by  Paige  Patterson, 

K.*-’  ^  .-.'■"'B  president  of  Southwestern 
'  ♦  •<*  seminary  and  Eitel's  former 

boss  wnile  president  of 
it.  I.  M  Southeastern  Seminary, 

Eii  -  ‘  Jfl  drew  a  strong  response  from  understandings  and  per- 
«v  '*»  IM®  President  Jerry  Rankin,  ceptions  communicated  ir 
4'i  Although  Rankin  and  his  Eitel's  assessment  of  the 
aB  critics  all  support  the  conser-  International  Missior 
•  vative  movement  that  has  Board  vision  and  strategy.' 

5*1B  risen  to  power  in  the  Rankin  said  he  woulc 
Southern  Baptist  write  Patterson  "to  seek  ar 

IMSBMhB  Convention,  Rankin  has  explanation  as  to  why  h« 


countered 
oint-by-point  each  of 
Eitel's  criticisms. 

_  _  _ __  He  denied  the  IMB  is  placing  less 

t  within  our  convention/  emphasis  on  theological  training  for  mis- 
Rankin  declared.  Yet,  "our  sion  workers,  as  Eitel  suggested.  He 
staunch  embracing  of  and  insisted  on  the  importance  of  using 
adherence  to  the  Baptist  short-term  volunteers  in  contemporary 
Faith  and  Message  is  not  missions  work.  He  defended  the  training 
considered  adequate  from  techniques  and  staff- of  the  Missionary 
your  perspective."  Learning  Center,  and  he  defended  part- 

A  letter  from  Rankin  to  nerships  with  other  Great  Commission 

rit.i  _ _ i  4.1 _ _ tij  r*\ _ *4* - - - - Ai - "iL.i 


Rankin 


specifically  cites  con-  PVT  JB 

cems  about  partnerships  (^|||| 

with  other  Great 
Commission  Christian  J 
groups  that  require  lesser  4|MgMP 
doctrinal  adherence  and 
the  role  of  women  in  mis-  Jm 

sions  leadership.  ■».  fl| 

On  the  Southeastern 
Seminary  web  page,  Eitel 
lists  doctoral  degrees  from  *  '■§! 

Trinity  Evangelical  Divinity  MMMi  ,, ISIS 
School  in  Deerfield,  IU.,  and 
the  University  of  South  ■wjj#’’1  <4 
Africa  in  Pretoria,  South  | 

Africa,  but  no  studies  at  a  ^ 

Southern  Baptist  seminary. 

A  spokesman  for  the 
International  Mission  pat 

Board  also  confirmed  that 
Eitel  has  never  served  in  any  full-time  mis¬ 
sionary  capacity  with  the  board. 

During  a  Nov.  10-12  meeting  i 
Lexington,  Ky.,  IMB  trustees  adopted  tv 
statements  in  response  to  the  Eitel  paper. 

The  first  statement,  which  was  adopti 
without  discussion  or  dissent,  affirmed  "ti 


Eitel  countered  the  criti-  Christians  as  a  paradigm  shift  "that  has 
cisms  as  "unfounded"  and  been  blessed  of  God  to  enhance  unprece- 
questioned  why  they  dented  impact  on  a  ldst  world." 
were  circulated  without  "The  reality  is  that  many  of  these 
first  coming  to  the  board's  Great  Commission  Christians  are  far 
leadership  for  a  response,  more  conservative  in  their  doctrine  than 
Rankin  acknowledged  Southern  Baptists  have  been  and  would 
in  the  letter,  however,  that  not  have  accepted  us  into  partnership 
he  was  platted  finally  to  with  them  until  recent  years, 
learn  "the  source  of  Rankin  also  defended  the  role  of  women 
rumors  that  have  plagued  in  mission  leadership, 
the  IMB  in  recent  years."  "We  fully  recognize  the  biblical  limita- 
He  said  "myths"  about  tion  of  women  holding  a  church  office, 
the  IMB  have  been  per-  such  as  pastor,  that  clearly  represents 
the  Baptist  General  spiritual  authority  in  a  local  congrega- 
'exas,  Mainstream  Baptists,  non,"  Rankin  said.  "However,  to  extiapo- 
in  Texas  Baptist  dissident  David  Currie,  and  late  that  limited  application  to  deny 
vo  employees  of  Southeastern  Seminary.  women  the  freedom  to  practice  their  gift- 
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the  website.  The  ERLC  is  part  man  and  one  woman  only.  In 

~~  addition,  I  oppose  giving  the 
benefits  of  marriage  to  civil 
unions'  between  members  of 
the  same  sex.  I  pledge  to 
defend  the  Biblical  concept  of 
the  marriage  as  between  one  man 
and  one  woman  only." 

An  amendment  that  would 
ban  same-sex  marriage  has 
been  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  has 
roughly  100  co-sponsors. 
Labeled  the  Federal  Marriage 
Amendment,  it  has  yet  to  be 
introduced  in  the  Senate. 
Some  conservatives  want  it 
redefinition  of  God's  holy  strengthened  so  that  it  will 
institution  of  marriage,  whicn  also  ban  Vermont-type  civil 
is  the  basic  building  block  of  unions  that  give  same-sex 
human  society.  The  only  way  to  couples  most  of  the  benefits  of 
stop  that  from  happening  is  to  marriage  without  the  name, 
amend  the  Constitution  to  pro-  Four  polls  released  this 
hibit  them  from  doing  so."  year  show  that  anywhere 
The  four-sentence  pledge  from  54-58%  percent  of 
reads:  "I  oppose  'homosexual  Americans  support  an 
marriage.' I  believe  that  mar-  amendment  banning  same- 
riage  should  be  between  one  sex  marriage. 


WLLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  website  reads.  "...Only  by  let-  I 
il  Christian  organi-  ting  our  combined  voices  be  of  a  coalition  of  more  than  20 
seeking  to  mobilize  heard  can  we  hope  to  protect  likeminded  organizations  that 
stors  against  same-  the  sacred  institution  of  mar-  have  joined  together  in  sup- 
age  anti  has  set  up  a  riage  as  being  between  one  port  of  a  constitutional  amend- 
>r  the  effort.  man  and  one  woman."  ment  banning  same-sex  mar- 

iCoalition.com,  a  Tom  Elliff,  an  Oklahoma  riage.  Known  as  the 
of  the  American  pastor  who  chairs  the  "Arlington  Group,"  it  includes 
jsociation  in  Tupelo,  Southern  Baptist  Convention's  such  organizations  as  the 
died  in  late  October  Council  on  Family  Life,  said  Family  Research  Council  and 
oal  of  lining  up  thou-  he  likes  the  idea.  Focus  on  the  Family, 

pastors  across  the  "This  is  one  more  opportu-  "The  pastors  are  the  keys  to 
o  defend  the  tradi-  nity  for  pastors  to  speak  out  the  churches,"  Land  said. 
Finition  of  marriage,  in  defense  of  marriage,"  said  "They're  the  shepherds.  We  are 
site  promises  occa-  Elliff,  pastor  of  First  Southern  depending  on  them  to  rouse 
mail  -updates  about  Baptist  Church  in  Del  City,  their  flocks  to  the  danger  that 
pro-family  issues,  Okla.,  and  a  former  two-term  our  courts  may  attempt  to  force 
same-sex  marriage,  president  of  the  Southern  a  i ,  *.'.,.** -- 
tonally  promises  that  Baptist  Convention.  "I  pray 
rs  won't  be  that  we  will  use  every  suen 
.  The  campaign  is  not  credible  avenue  available  to 
associated  with  the  make  known  our  position  on  stop  that  from  ha] 

Baptist  Convention.  this  crucial  issue." 
goal  is  to  secure  Richard  Land,  president  of 
stors  who  will  take  a  the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  & 
the  Biblical  concept  Religious  Liberty  Commission 
ige  by  signing  this  (ERLC)  in  Nashville,  said  he 
a  statement  on  the  has  been  pointing  people  to 
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VRUEOH  XWO:  NRDV 


Clue:  H  =  S 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Galatians  4:4 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Being  Changed  by  the  Gospel 

Acts  22:1-16 


By  Jon  Daniels 


How  has  the  Gospel 
changed  your  life?  What  dif¬ 
ference  has  Jesus  Christ  made 
in  your  life?  Our  words, 
actions,  lifestyles,  choices  - 
everything  in  our  lives  should 
give  clear  evidence  of  the 
change  that  has  come  to  our 
lives  because  of  Jesus.  As  the 
hymn  writer  said,  "What  a  won¬ 
derful  change  in  my  life  has 
been  wrought.  Since  Jesus 
came  into  my  heart!" 

At  the  moment  of  our  salva¬ 
tion,  we  were  justified  in  God's 
sight,  declared  righteous  in  His 
sight  because  of  the  righteous¬ 
ness  of  Christ  being  credited  to 
At  the  present  time,  we  are 


Daniels 


sanctification  is  com¬ 
plete  and  we  are  in  our 
eternal  home  in  heav¬ 
en.  While  the  change 
that  the  Gospel  brings 
to  our  lives  is  instantaneous 
and  complete  at  the  moment 
we  surrender  our  lives  to 
Christ  as  Lord,  it  is  also  a  life¬ 
long  process  during  which  we 
grow  in  Christ  likeness. 

Paul  was  changed  by  the 
Gospel  in  a  radical  way.  His 
life's  purpose  was  changed. 
His  career  was  changed.  His 
passions  were  changed.  Even 
nis  name  was  changed! 

Paul's  Previous  Life  -  v.  1-5 
In  mo6t  evangelism  training 
trained 


and  more  like  Christ.  One  day, 
we  will  be  glorified  when  our 


then  shares  with  the  lost ; 
what  their  life  was  like 


Christ  changed  their 
lives  through  the  power 
of  the  Gospel. 

In  these  first  five 
verses,  Paul  does  that. 
After  nearly  being 
killed  by  rioters  (21:30- 
36),  he  asked  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Romans 
troops  for  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  speak  to  the 
croyvd.  What  an  incred¬ 
ible  display  of  godly  courage! 

Paul  hoped  that  his  fellow 
Jews  would  at  last  be  per¬ 
suaded  that  Jesus  was  the 
Messiah,  and  that  he,  Paul, 
was  simply  carrying  out  his 
divine  orders.  He  began  his 
speech  to  them  by  identifying 
with  them  as  a  Jew.  Paul  was 
educated  under  the  esteemed 
Gamaliel,  reared  in  the  most 
orthodox  manner,  and  had 
vigorously  persecuted  the 
Way  when  it  appeared  to  be  a 
threat  to  the  ancient  religion. 

We  all  have  a  "former’  life 
that  is  an  important  part  of 
our  testimony.  Isn't  it  won¬ 
derful  to  know  that  we  have 
been  saved  in  spite  of  our  life 
before  Christ? 


Paul's  Powerful  Encounter  • 
v.  6-11 

Luke  first  recorded  Paul's  con¬ 
version  experience  in  Acts  9,  and 
Paul  would  repeat  it  again  to  Felix 
and  Agrippa  m  Acts  26.  Imagine 
Paul's  amazement  as  a  murderous 
religious  leader  when  he  found  out 
in  a  very  "in  your  face"  way  that 
Jesus  Christ  was  alive!  In  that  very 
instant,  he  had  to  change  his  way 
of  thinking,  his  way  of  fife,  and  let 
Jesus  Chra*  have  complete  control 
of  all  his  life.  This  was  a  personal 
encounter  with  the  risen  Lord  who 
had  a  specific  word  and  a  specific 
planter  PauL  His  repentance  and 
obedience  were  required  for  him  to 
participate  in  those  plans. 

Most  of  us  have  not  had 
"Damascus  Road"  conversion 
experiences.  When  I  was  saved  as 
a  nine  yearold  boy  at  a  Bill  Glass 
crusade  at  Delta  State  University,  I 
was  not  Minded  by  a  bright  light 
nor  did  I  fall  to  the  ground.  But 
the  encounter  that  I  had  with  the 
risen  Lord  that  night  in  March  of 
1973  was  iust  as  real,  just  as  pow¬ 
erful,  ana  just  as  life-changing 
My  repentance  and  obedience 
was  required  that  night,  and  my 
life  was  forever  changed. 


Paul's  Purpose  Fulfilled  -  v. 
12-16 

Paul's  obedience  to  the 
Lord's  choice  of  him  led  him 
to  be  baptized,  symbolizing 
the  forgiveness  ana  cleansing 
of  his  sms.  This  was  then  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  life  of  obedient  ser¬ 
vice  as  a  "witness  to  all  men  of 
what  you  have  seen  ahd 
heard"  (v.  15).  Paul's  lived  a 
"purpose-driven  life"  in  which 
he  faithfully  proclaimed  the 
Gospel  wherever  he  went  to 
whoever  would  listen. 

In  the  book.  The  Kingdom- 
Focused  Church,  Dr.  Gene  Mims 
states  that  it  is  God's  will  that  we 
witness  to  the  lost  folks  around 
has  placed  you  in 
and 


us. 

their  lives  for  this 


purpose, 
your  Christian  life  will  never  be 
complete  until  you  understand 
this  and  actively  become  a  wit¬ 
ness  to  the  lost"  fo.  70).  Our  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  Gospel  is  what 
brought  change  to  our  lives,  and 
our  obedience  to  file  Gospel  is 
what  will  allow  others  to  hear  it 
and  be  obedient  as  welL 

Daniels  is  pastor  of  Monticello 
Church,  Monticello. 
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Explore  the  Bible 

Responsibilities 

Colossians  3:18-4:9 
By  Laura  Russell 


does  for  you  is  the  best  thing  Christians  in  the  world 
you  can  do  for  Him."  (4:5-6). 

We  should  be  wise  in  our  con- 
Christians  in  their  churches  tacts  with  non-Christians  (out- 
(4:2-4  and  7-9).  siders)  making  the  most  of  our 

Prayer  is  a  basic  expression  of  chances  to  tell  them  the  good 
five  Christian  faith.  We  have  the  news  of  salvation.  Believers  are 
responsibility  to  pray  with  stead-  not  to  draw  apart  from  the 
fastness,  alertness  and  thanksgiv-  world  in  a  little  exclusive  clique, 
ing.  Prayer  is  a  constant  part  of  a  We  have  a  responsibility  to  rep- 
Cnristiaris  life.  Paul  is  in  prison,  resent  the  gospel  to  those  wno 
but  he  does  not  ask  for  anything  have  not  accepted  it  Our  con- 

_  y  for  himself.  His  basic  concern  is  for  duct  is  to  be  characterized  by 

ees.  While  divisions  will  always  the  gospeL  He  asked  that  the  wisdom.  When  we  tell  others 
le,  Paul  Colossians  pray  for  two  things-  about  Christ,  it  is  important 
explains  that  Christ  transends  that  he  have  an  opportunity  to  pro-  always  to  be  gracious  in  what 
all  these  divisions.  Since  the  ere-  claim  the  gospel  and  that  he  take  we  say.  We  will  lose  our  effec- 
ation,  God  has  given  us  work  to  advantage  when  the  opportunity  tiveness  if  we  are  not  courteous. 

gard  work  as  came.  Paul’s  life  was  focused  on  We  must  respect  others  if  we 
or  service  to  telling  others  about  Christ  explain-  want  them  to  listen  to  what  we 
~  our  attitude  would  take  fog  and  preaching  the  wonderful  have  to  say. 
some  of  file  drudgery  and  bore-  mystery  of  Christ  He  wanted  the  Christ  loves  us  beyond  mea- 
or  dom  out  of  it.  We  could  work  Colossians  to  have  some  responsi-  sure,  and  we  are  called  to  respond 
cause  without  complaining  or  resent-  bility  in  his  sharing  of  the  gospel  to  His  love.  Paul  had  a  deep  con- 


husband  is  to  love  his 
wife  and  not  "be  harsh" 

We  have  many  roles  in  today's  with  her.  Christian  , 

world.  These  roles  include  being  marriage  involves  mutu-  Kusseii  hard  for  their  employers 

spouses,  parents,  workers,  al  submission,  subordi-  and  employers  are  to  be 

employers,  supervisors,  church  nating  our  personal  desires  for  just  and  fair  with  tiieir  employ- 
members  and  church  leaders.  In  the  good  or  the  loved  one  and 
all  our  roles,  we  as  Christians  submitting  ourselves  to  Christ  as  be  between 
have  responsibilities  to  fulfill  Lord.  Next  in  the  order  were  chil- 
because  of  our  relationship  with  dren.  Paul  says  that  children  are 
God.  God  commands  believers  responsible  for  obeying  their  par- 
to  fulfill  their  Christian  responsi-  ents.  Children  must  be  handled 
bilities  toward  those  with  whom  with  care.  Fathers  are  not  to  mis-  an  act  of  woi 
they  interact  at  home,  work  or  use  and  abuse  their  parental  God, 
elsewhere.  In  these  verses,  Paul  authority.  Authority  is  not  to  be 
gives  us  concrete  advice  about  expressed  in  an  arbitrary 
Christian  living.  undisciplined  way  that  will 

children  to  become  frustrated  and 

Christians  in  the  Home  discouraged.  With  each  of  these  problems 
(3:18-21).  family  members,  there  is  mutual  ship.  In  1 

Paul  believed  that  there  was  responsibility  to  submit  and  love,  12:1-2  put 
an  order  for  the  family.  He  to  obey  ana  encourage,  to  work  what  you 
believed  this  order  was  God-  hard  and  be  fair.  Take  your 


Russell 


Russell  is  member  of  First 
Church,  McComb. 


LifeWay  begins  Christian  music  downloads 
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NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
It  just  got  easier  for  Christian 
music  tans  to  download  their 
favorite  songs  to  their  com* 
puters  —  legally.  LifeWay 
Christian  Stores,  a  division  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  has  launched  its 


new  digital  music  download-  'merly  Liquid  Audio),  is  the  chases  a  song,  the  file  can  be 


ing  service,  offering  single 
songs  via  the  World  Wide 
Web  for  99  cents  and  com¬ 
plete  albums  for  $10-$12. 

The  service,  made  possi¬ 
ble  through  a  partnership 
with  online  music  pioneer 
Liquid  Digital  Media  (for- 


: .  .  .«■ 
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first  of  its  kind  available  downloaded  to  a  PC  with  unlim- 
through  a  Christian  retailer,  ited  transfers  to  portable  devices 
Christian  artists  tobyMac,  and  CD-bumer  capabilities, 
founding  member  of  dc  Talk  "People  downloading  songs 
and  founder/co-owner/CEO  of  without  paying  for  them  has 
Gotee  Records,  and  singer-  been  an  industry-wide  problem 
songwriter  Shaun  Groves  joined  for  years,"  Styll  said, 
with  Gospel  Music  Association  "Illegal  downloads  have 
President  John  Styll  Mid  repre-  been  a  growing  problem  in  the 
sentatives  from  Choraant  Christian  community,  and  they 
Distribution  Group  and  Liquid  are  causing  economic  harm  to 
Digital  Media  to  announce  (he  everyone  involved  in  the 
downloading  service  at  a  Nov.  music  industry,"  Styll  said.  "We 
18  news  conference  at  LifeWay  applaud  LifeWay  for  taking 


downloading  service  at  a  Nov. 
18  news  conference  at  LifeWay 
Christian  Stores’  headquarters 
in  Nashville. 

"LifeWay  is  seeking  to 
bridge  the  illegal-downloads 
divide  by  providing  people 
with  an  easy,  affordable  and 
legal  way  to  download  their 
favorite  Christian  artists," 
said  Mark  King,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  direct  marketing  for 
LifeWay  Christian  Stores. 

King  noted  that  the  part¬ 
nership  will  allow  visitors  to 
the  lifewaystores.com  website 
a  unique  shopping  experience 
where  they  can  purchase 
items  such  as  books  and  gifts 
and  download  music  —  all  in 
one  shopping  cart. 

LifeWay’s  new  service 
requires  no  monthly  subscription 
fee  as  other  sites  do,  or  special 
software  to  download.  All  songs 
are  offered  in  Windows  Media 
format.  Once  a  customer  pur- 


applaud  LifeWay  for  taking 
this  leadership  role  in  offering 
digital  music  downloads  for 
purchase  on  the  Internet,  as  it 
is  a  practical  solution  to  this 
very  real  problem." 

LifeWay  also  announced  it 
would  have  a  number  of 
national  promotions  with 
Chordant  Distribution  Group, 
including  a  giveaway  of  one 
song  eacn  d$y  for  30  days  to 
everyone  who  visits  the  life- 
waystores.com  website.  The 

Eromotion,  called  "30  for  30," 
egins  Nov.  18.  In  addition, 
LireWay  will  have  several  spe¬ 
cial  promotions  with  Provident 
Music  Distribution. 

A  delayed  webcast  of  the 
news  conference  will  be  avail¬ 
able  Nov.  18  after  3  p.m. 
Central.  To  view  the  webcast, 
visit  lifeway.com/news  and 
click  on  Digital  Music 
Download  Press  Conference. 


DOWNLOAD  SERVICE 
DEBUTED  —  Christian  record¬ 
ing  artists  Toby  Mac  (left)  and 
Shaun  Groves  respond  to 
questions  during  a  news  con¬ 
ference  in  which  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  became 
the  first  Christian  retail  chain 
to  provide  a  legal  way  to 
download  digital  music  files. 
(BP  photo  by  Kent  Harville) 


Scammers  setting  sights  on  Christian  booksellers 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  The  man  on 
the  phone  told  Cindy  Stewart  he  wanted  to 
order  some  Bibles  for  his  seminary's  library. 
Stewart,  the  assistant  manager  bf  the  LifeWay 
Christian  Store  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  didn't  think 
anything  sounded  unusual  —  at  first. 

"He  told  me  he  wanted  genuine  leather 
Bibles  but  didn't  know  what  kind  of  Bibles 
he  wanted,"  Stewart  said  of  the  phone  call 
last  August.  "He  said  he  just  needed  two  of 
each  kind  and  that  it  was  very  important 
they  were  genuine  leather."  She  tried  to  help 
the  man  be  more  specific  with  his  order. 

"It  was  kind  of  frustrating  because  we 
have  700  different  kinds  of  Bibles,"  Stewart 


said,  'but  he  insisted  he  didn't  care  what 
kind  they  were  and  told  me  just  to  pick  out 
anything."  Stewart  became  suspicious 
when  the  caller,  talking  with  a  thick  foreign 
accent,  demanded  the  Bibles  be  charged 
that  same  day  to  the  credit  card  number  he 
had  given  her.  "He  told  me  to  just  send  him 
whatever,  make  sure  it  was  two  genuine 
leather  Bibles  each  and  it  had  to  be  under 
$500,"  she  said.  "At  that  point  I  was  pretty 
sure  it  was  a  scam.  Anything  over  $500 
that's  stolen  is  considered  a  felony." 

It  sounds  like  a  whodunit  right  from  the 
pages  of  Nancy  Drew,  but  unfortunately 
for  Christian  booksellers,  the  story  is  real 
—  and  potentially 
costly.  Melissa  Mit¬ 
chell,  director  of  loss 
prevention  at 

LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in 

Nashville,  said  the 
call  Stewart  received 
is  an  adaptation  of  a 
con  known  as  the 
Nigerian  scam 

because  the  thieves 
who  have  been 
caught  all  have  been 
Nigerian  nationals. 

wSomeone  calls  or 
e-mails  a  store  and 
requests  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  the  same  item, 
in  this  case  Bibles,  to 
be  sent  to  an  address 
somewhere  in 

Nigeria,"  Mitchell 
explained.  "They  pay 
with  a  credit  card, but 
the  catch  is  the  credit 
card  they  use  is  phys- 
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ically  in  the  possession  of  the  cardholder 
—  it’s  the  number  that's.been  stolen." 

By  the  time  the  merchant  realizes  the 
crecfit  card  purchase  is  fraudulent,  the  mer¬ 
chandise  already  has  been  shipped  to  an 
address  that's  impossible  to  track. 
Eventually  the  merchandise  is  sold 
through  the  Nigerian  black  market. 

Mitchell  began  noticing  early  last  spring 
a  pattern  of  "charge-backs"  —  credit  card 
purchases  that  are  sent  back  to  the  store 
when  a  customer  denies  ordering  the 
items.  The  common  thread  was  a  delivery 
address  in  Nigeria.  She  immediately  shut 
down  all  overseas  shipments  through  the 
bookstores  and  customers  were  asked  to 
go  through  the  online  catalog  store  so 
Mitchell  and  the  catalog  store  team  could 
recognize  anything  suspicious. 

Alter  a  few  months  of  seeing  no  activi¬ 
ty,  the  call  to  the  Baltimore  store  alarmed 
Mitchell  because  the  delivery  address 
was  U.S.-based.  "We  notified  CBA  [the 
Christian  Booksellers  Association]  imme¬ 
diately  because  we  knew  if  they  were  get¬ 
ting  us,  they  were  also  getting  indepen¬ 
dent  booksellers,"  Mitchell  said.  She 
quickly  learned  her  hunch  had  been  right 
and  independents  and  other  Christian 
retail  chains  also  had  been  hit. 

The  biggest  victims  are  the  Christian 
booksellers  in  Nigeria,  Mitchell  noted. 
"The  Bibles  that  are  supplied  on  the 
black  market  are  the  reason  for  the  sharp 

f>rice  undercutting  you  find  in  Nigeria, ' 
ustice  Okoronkwo,  administrative  sec¬ 
retary  for  the  CBA  in  Nigeria,  reported 
in  an  e-mail  to  Mitchell.  "Genuine 
importers  often  cannot  sell  as  they  can¬ 
not  afford  to  undersell.  Sometimes  they 
eventually  have  to  sell  below  the  cost 
price  because  they  have  deadlines  to 
meet  from  international  suppliers.  This 
is  a  real  problem  for  the  CBA  Nigeria.” 
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